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Much  Ado  About  HTLV-III  Saliva  Study 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  for¬ 
thcoming  paper  concerning  the 
presence  of  the  HTLV-III  virus  in 
saliva  and  semen,  to  be  published 
in  Science  magazine,  has  attracted 
widespread  media  attention  even 
before  its  official  release  date. 

The  study  gaining  notice  con¬ 
firms  the  presence  of  HTVL-III  in 
the  saliva  of  some  persons  with 
AIDS  Related  Complex  (ARC) 
and  persons  who  have  had  sexual 
contact  with  a  person  with  AIDS. 
HTLV-III  has  been  implicated  as  a 
possible  cause  of  AIDS.  The  work 
was  done  by  the  discoverer  of  the 
virus,  Robert  Gallo,  who  tested 
specimens  sent  to  him  by  Dr. 
Jerome  Groopman,  of  the  New 
England  Deaconess  Hospital. 

Because  news  of  the  impending 
reports  was  released  by  the  media 
before  the  magazine’s  press  day, 
specific  details  of  the  reports  are 
not  yet  available.  But  some  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  have  expressed 
fear  about  repercussions  from  the 
publication  of  the  advance  ar¬ 
ticles,  believing  that  it  could  lead 
to  more  panic  about  AIDS. 

However,  reaction  to  the  report 
was  swift  from  scientists  at  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control,  the 
federal  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  Department,  as  well  as  in¬ 
dividual  researchers.  Most  sources 
maintain  the  presence  of  the  virus 
in  saliva  indicates  nothing  about 
transmissibility  and  that  the 
epidemiological  data  continues  to 


suggest  contaminated  blood  and 
some  types  of  sexual  activity  as  the 
primary  routes  of  transmission. 

Dr.  Robert  Schooley,  an  AIDS 
researcher  at  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  told  GCN, 
“There  is  no  evidence  that  it  is 
spread  through  sneezing  or  cough¬ 
ing.  In  the  U.S.,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  spread  other  than 
through  venereal  and  blood  trans¬ 
fusion  mechanisms.” 

John  Beldakas,  Ph.D.,  also  an 
AIDS  researcher  at  the  Boston 
University  Medical  School,  agrees, 
adding,  “All  [this  report)  tells  you 
is  [the  persons  in  the  study]  are  in¬ 
fected  with  a  virus,  period.  Shar¬ 
ing  a  glass  or  living  with  somebody 
won’t  give  you  AIDS.  Every  piece 
of  epidemiology  to  this  point  re¬ 
jects  the  notion  of  casual 
contact.” 

Epidemiologists  point  out  that  if 
AIDS  could  be  spread  by  simply 
sneezing,  coughing,  or  kissing;  or 
by  sharing  a  glass  or  a  joint  with  a 
carrier,  many  more  people  would 
have  AIDS  today.  AIDS  also 
would  have  moved  out  of  the  four 
high-risk  groups,  if  it  were  easily 
contracted.  Epidemiologists  also 
point  out  that  people  who  share  a 
household  with  a  person  with 
AIDS  do  not  generally  seem  to  be 
at  greater  risk  of  contracting  the 
syndrome. 

While  saliva  seems  a  remote 
form  of  transmitting  AIDS,  all 
such  possibilities  cannot  be  com- 


Bangor  Teens 
Sentenced 


BANGOR,  ME  —  Three  mon¬ 
ths  after  a  trio  of  local  teenagers 
beat  a  gay  man  and  threw  him  off  a 
bridge  to  drown,  a  Maine  district 
court  judge  sentenced  them  to  in¬ 
determinate  terms  not  to  exceed  40 
months  at  the  Maine  Youth 
Center. 

The  sentencing  was  handed 
down  on  October  5,  bringing  to  an 
end  the  murder  cases  against  the 
three  youths  that  had  begun  on 
July  7,  the  night  they  threw 
Charles  Howard,  23,  off  a  bridge 
over  the  Kenduskeag  Stream  in 
downtown  Bangor.  Howard 
drowned  in  the  stream  and  the 
state  of  Maine  charged  the  trio 
with  murder,  but  the  charges  were 
reduced  to  manslaughter  in  a  plea 
bargaining  agreement.  All  three 
youths  entered  pleas  of  guilty  to 
the  reduced  charges  at  a  brief  hear¬ 
ing  on  October  1 . 

Judge  David  Cox  ordered  James 
Baines,  15,  Shawn  Mabry,  16,  and 
Daniel  Ness,  17,  confined  to  the 
South  Portland  facility  until  no 
later  than  February  1988,  when 
Ness  turns  21. 

Prosecutor  Thomas  Goodwin 
read  to  the  court  a  statement  from 
Charles  Howard’s  mother  who 
said  she  believed  the  youths  should 
serve  time  at  the  Maine  Youth 
Center  to  make  them  understand 
and  appreciate  the  seriousness  of 
their  crime.  Judge  Cox  noted 
before  imposing  the  sentence, 
“One  life  is  ended  and  three  lives 
are  ruined  as  a  result  of  this  inci¬ 
dent.” 

According  to  Anne  Phibbs,  a 
member  of  the  Bangor  Area  Gay, 
Lesbian,  Straight  Coaltion  and  an 
observer  of  court  proceedings 
throughout  the  case,  about  20  gay 


men,  lesbians  and  their  supporters 
rose  to  their  feet  and  joined  hands 
as  Cox  read  the  sentences.  Phibbs 
said  the  gesture  was  meant  to  sym¬ 
bolize  their  presence  in  the  court¬ 
room,  rather  than  protest  the 
sentences.  She  said  that  Cox  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  stand  for  a  few 
moments  and  then  asked  them  to 
be  seated. 

Phibbs  reported  that  after  the 
sentences  were  read,  friends  of  the 
defendants  burst  into  tears  and  she 
“felt  a  real  animosity  from  their 
supporters....  But  we  were 
pleased.  It  was  the  first  sign  of 
justice  we  had  seen.” 

About  50  people,  mostly 
members  of  the  Bangor  Coalition, 
gathered  at  the  Bangor 
Theological  Chapel  on  the  evening 
of  October  5  to  remember  Howard 
and  close  the  case  for  themselves. 
According  to  Phibbs,  participants 
spoke  again  of  their  anger  at 
Howard’s  murder  and  lit  a  candle 
in  his  memory,  as  they  had  done  at 
a  memorial  service  two  days  after 
his  death. 

One  man  at  the  service  noted 
that  the  Bangor  School  Commit¬ 
tee’s  tolerance  policy  was  a 
hopeful  sign  for  the  community 
and  said  that  through  the 
establishment  of  the  Coalition  and 
its  work  through  the  summer  and 
fall,  a  sense  of  solidarily  had  been 
forged  amongst  the  lesbians  and 
gay  men  of  Bangor.  And  two  les¬ 
bians,  both  of  whom  had  come  out 
at  their  places  of  employment 
following  Howard’s  murder,  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  would  shortly 
be  formalizing  their  relationship  at 
a  ceremony  of  union. 

—  Sue  Hyde 
—  filed  from  Boston 


pletely  ruled  out.  Thus  far,  the 
spread  of  AIDS  seems  to  follow 
the  Hepatitis  B  model  and  the 
Hepatitis  B  virus  is  also  found  in 
saliva. 

Neil  Schram,  the  chairman  of 
the  Los  Angeles  City/County 
AIDS  Task  Force,  is  quoted  in  the 
Village  Voice  as  saying,  “I  don’t 
think  anyone  in  the  world  would 
say  that  slaiva  is  a  major  source  of 
transmission  for  hepatitis.  The 
same  should  be  true  for  AIDS.  But 
we  cannot  guarantee  that  AIDS  is 
not  transmissible  by,  say,  deep 
kissing.” 


Bob  Andrews,  the  media  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  Boston  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC),  said  that 
while  he  believes  kissing  is  an  un¬ 
likely  mode  of  transmission,  it 
may  be  “one  more  risk  factor”  to 
be  considered. 

But  what  is  the  significance  of 
HTLV-III  being  found  in  saliva? 
both  Schooley  and  Beldakas  said  it 
was  to  be  expected  because  viruses 
often  show  up  in  the  bodily  fluids 
of  infected  persons.  Schooley 
commented,  “It’s  probably  of 
scientific  interest  where  the  virus  is 
expressed,  but  epidemiologically. 


it  may  not  be  relevant.” 

Said  Beldakas:  “It’s  a  piece  of 
the  puzzle,  but  it  doesn’t  help 
understand  the  mechanism,  how 
this  thing  works....  It  adds  a  little 
about  how  the  virus  works  within 
the  individual.” 

Schooley  criticized  the  press  for 
ignoring  the  publication  date  set 
by  Science  and  breaking  the  story 
early.  Both  he  and  Beldakas  ex¬ 
plained  that  they  did  not  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  specifics  of  the  study,  as 
of  yet.  Without  the  details  about 
methodology  and  results,  they 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Health  Director  Closes 
Bay  Area  Sex  Businesses 

By  Christine  Guilfoy 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  on- 
again,  off-again  saga  of  the  San 
Francisco  commercial  sex 
establishments  continues  to  unfold 
in  the  Bay  Area. 

On  October  9,  Mervyn  F.  Silver- 
man,  the  director  of  the  city’s 
Department  of  Public  Health,  an¬ 
nounced  the  closing  of  14  of  the 
city’s  commercial  sex  estab¬ 
lishments.  Sixteen  establishments 
were  allowed  to  remain  open 
following  undercover  inspections 
by  public  health  officials. 

The  14  establishments  closed  in¬ 
clude  baths,  bookstores,  sex  clubs 
and  theatres.  Among  those  closed 
are  the  Academy,  Animal’s,  Boot 
Camp,  the  Club  Baths,  Club  San 


Francisco,  Discount  Books, 
Folsom  Books,  Jack’s  Turkish 
Baths,  the  21st  St.  Baths  and  the 
Savage  Theatre. 

At  a  morning  press  conference, 
Silverman  issued  a  strongly  word¬ 
ed  statement  saying,  in  part,  “To¬ 
day  I  have  ordered  the  closure  of 
14  commercial  establishments 
which  promote  and  profit  from 
the  spread  of  AIDS,  a  sexually 
transmitted  fatal  disease.  These 
businesses  have  been  inspected  on 
a  number  of  occasions  and 
demonstrate  a  blatant  disregard 
for  the  health  of  their  patrons  and 
of  their  community.  We  now  have 
solid  evidence  that  AIDS  is  a  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  viral  disease 


often  spread  by  people  who  are 
unaware  that  they  are  spreading 
this  virus. . . . 

“The  places  I  have  ordered 
closed  today  have  continued  in  the 
face  of  this  epidemic  to  provide  an 
environment  which  encourages 
and  facilitates  the  multiple  unsafe 
sexual  contacts  which  are  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  the  spread  of  this 
deadly  disease....  Make  no 
mistake  about  it,  these  14 
establishments  are  not  fostering 
any  gay  liberation.  They  are 
fostering  disease  and  death.” 

Gary  Titus,  the  director  of 
AIDS  activity  at  the  health  depart¬ 
ment,  told  GCN  that  the  activity  of 
Continued  on  page  6 


Long  Island  Bill 
Gets  Second  Hearing 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  NY 
—  The  second  public  hearing 
on  an  anti-pornography  bill  in¬ 
troduced  by  conservative 
Republican  county  Legislator 
Michael  D’Andre  was  held  on 
October  9  in  Hauppague,  Long 
Island. 

The  bill,  entitled  “A  Local 
Law  to  Limit  Violence  Against 
Women,”  is  modeled  on  legis¬ 
lation  written  by  radical 
feminists  Katherine  MacKin¬ 
non  and  Andrea  Dworkin  and 
passed  by  the  city  councils  in 
Minneapolis  and  Indianapolis 
thus  far. 

The  Suffolk  County  version 
of  the  bill  deleted  much  of  the 
feminist  language  of  the 
original  while  adding  conserva¬ 
tive  ideology.  The  bill  asserts 
that  pornography  causes 
“sodomy”  and  “disruption  of 
the  family  unit,”  as  well  as 
ohter  behaviors  considered 
“inimical  to  the  public  good.” 

At  the  second  hearing, 
counsel  to  the  county  legisla¬ 
ture  Paul  Sabatino  introduced 
the  transcripts  of  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  public  hearings  into 
evidence.  Sabatino  stated  that 
the  Minneapolis  transcripts 
helped  establish  the  connection 
between  pornography  and 
violence. 

Right-wing  testimony 
dominated  the  morning  session 
of  the  hearings.  Testimony  by 


opponents  to  the  bill  was 
delayed  until  later  in  the  day 
after  many  media  represen¬ 
tatives  had  departed. 

Those  testifying  in  favor  of 
the  bill  identified  themselves  as 
members  of  right-wing  or  fun¬ 
damentalist  Christian  groups 
—  including  the  Eagle  Forum, 
the  National  Federation  for 
Decency,  and  Right  to  Life. 
Their  testimony  repeated 
themes  voiced  at  the  first  public 
hearing,  held  on  September  25, 
that  pornography  causes 
homosexuality  and  sexual 
“perversion,”  family  violence 
and  social  disruption.  One 
speaker  stated  that  pornog¬ 
raphy  could  cause  social  decay 
leading  to  a  possible  commu¬ 
nist  takeover  of  the  United 
States. 

There  was  no  feminist  tes¬ 
timony  in  favor  of  the  legis¬ 
lation  at  this  session. 

Bill  Baird,  longtime  abortion 
activist,  testified  in  opposition, 
describing  passages  from  the 
Old  Testament  which  could  be 
banned  under  the  bills’  provi¬ 
sions. 

Several  feminists  also 
testified  against  the  bill.  Nan 
Hunter,  attorney  for  the 
ACLU  Reproductive  Freedom 
Project,  called  the  bill  “a  wolf 
in  sheep’s  clothing”  that  would 
harm  rather  than  help  women. 

Carole  Vance,  social  scientist 


at  Columbia  University, 
pointed  out  that  scientific 
studies  have  not  established  a 
direct  or  clear  link  between 
pornography  and  violent 
behavior.  She  also  attacked 
conservative  testimony  offered 
earlier  in  the  session  which 
misused  and  distorted  social 
science  research  findings. 

Karen  Sauvigne,  a  founder 
of  Working  Women’s  Institute 
in  New  York,  called  for  im¬ 
proved  services  for  victims  of 
violence  and  greater  power  for 
women  to  control  their  lives. 
She  opposed  the  bill  and  said 
she  doubted  that  it  would 
reduce  violence  against  women. 

Kate  Ellis,  professor  of 
English  at  Rutgers  University, 
voiced  concern  that  the  legisla¬ 
tion  could  be  used  to  ban  a  wide 
assortment  of  literature  used  in 
classroom  teaching. 

Legislator  D’Andre  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  to  amend 
the  bill  before  any  vote  is  taken . 
Other  legislators  suggested  that 
they  were  willing  to  entertain 
modifications  which  would  ex¬ 
empt  the  Bible  and  literary 
“classics”  from  the  bill’s  provi¬ 
sion.  Discussion  will  continue 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Suf¬ 
folk  County  Legislature 
scheduled  for  October  23  at 
Riverhead,  Long  Island.  A  vote 
on  the  bill  could  be  taken  at 
that  time. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“It’s  particularly  important  to  notice  that  it  isn’t 
women  in  the  community,  concerned  about  the  rights 
of  women,  who  have  introduced  [the  Suffolk  County, 
New  York]  legislation.  The  legislator  sponsoring  this 
law  is  an  opponent  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
and  a  firm  believer  in  the  traditional  constraints  on 
women's  freedom.  Protection  and  respect  are  not 
substitutes  for  the  power  to  protect  ourselves,  to  con¬ 
trol  our  lives.  If  men  are  allowed  to  ‘protect’  us,  then 
we  are  also  at  their  mercy. 

“Most  of  the  sexual  abuse  and  battering  of 
women  that  takes  place  takes  place  in  the  home,  at 
the  hands  of  fathers,  husbands,  relatives  and  family 
friends.  If  the  state  is  given  the  power  to  ‘protect’  us, 
then  we  are  similarly  at  its  mercy.  We  are  better  off 
with  real  equality,  real  power  —  strengthened  civil 
rights  legislation,  affirmative  action  to  achieve 
economic  parity,  improved  education,  access  to 
public  office,  better  services  for  victims  of  violence 
and  abuse.  We  need  public  discussion  of  woman- 
hating  in  all  media,  including  those  that  are  respecta¬ 
ble.  We  need  a  more  rather  than  less  developed  sex¬ 
ual  culture  where  women  as  well  as  men  freely  (and 
explicitly)  express  themselves.” 

—  Lisa  Duggan  and  Ann  Snitow  on  the  Minne- 
apolis-style  anti-porn  law  now  being  considered  in 
Suffolk  County,  New  York,  Newsday ,  September  26, 
1984. 


documenting  homophobia 

SACRAMENTO  —  A  statewide  effort  to  gather 
evidence  from  gay  men  and  lesbians  that  there  is  em¬ 
ployment  discrimination  against  them  in  this  state  is 
underway.  The  evidence  will  be  used  to  show 
Republican  Governor  George  Deukmejian  that  state 
legislation  is  needed  to  protect  gay  people  from  such 
discrimination,  according  to  the  Advocate. 

State  Senate  President  Pro  Tern  David  Roberti 
and  state  Asemblyman  Art  Agnos  have  established  a 
statewide  clearinghouse  for  this  information.  Called 
the  “AB  1  Documentation  Project,”  it  was  begun  to 
respond  to  Deukmejian’s  claim  last  spring  that  he 
decided  to  veto  AB  1  because  there  was  “no  compel¬ 
ling  evidence”  that  gay  people  face  job  dis¬ 
crimination. 

Agnos  has  promised  to  reintroduce  AB  1  on  Dec.  3 
and  make  it  the  first  bill  of  the  1985  legislative  ses¬ 
sion.  Participants  in  the  documentation  project  will 
complete  a  special  questionnaire,  filled  out  anony¬ 
mously.  To  obtain  a  questionnaire,  send  a  SASA  to: 
AB  1  Documentation  Project,  P.O.  Box  161702,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  CA  95816. 


censors  challenged 

TORONTO  —  More  than  200  feminists,  artists, 
gay  people  and  others  gathered  on  September  17  to 
protest  an  international  meeting  of  censors.  The 
meeting  included  censors  from  the  U.S.,  Britain, 
Australia,  Israel,  Sweden,  France  and  the  Philippines, 
according  to  Rites. 

The  Artists’  Union  organized  the  anti-censorship 
demonstration,  which  linked  opposition  to  censor¬ 
ship  with  the  struqqle  to  change  the  dominant  forms 
of  representation  of  women  and  sex  insociety.  Ban¬ 
ners  at  the  “No  More  Censors”  demonstration  repre¬ 
sented  feminist  and  artist  groups,  as  well  as  gay  men 
and  lesbians  opposing  censorship. 

Among  films  recently  censored  by  the  Ontario  Cen¬ 
sor  Board  are  Not  A  Love  Story  and  Born  In  Flames. 


dangerous  studs 

NEW  YORK  —  A  gay  man  was  struck  in  the  head 
on  September  18  with  an  object  he  believes  to  have 
been  a  nail  shot  from  a  high-powered  “stud  gun,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  New  York  Native. 

Lonnie  Deno  suffered  a  concussion  and  a  long, 
deep  gash  along  the  top  of  his  head  while  sunbathing 
on  the  roof  of  his  building  at  120  Christopher  Street. 
Deno  and  his  roommate,  who  had  gone  down  to  their 
apartment  momentarily,  observed  two  construction 
workers  quickly  leave  their  worksite  across  the  street 
when  they  noticed  the  men  watching  them  after  the 
shooting.  Deno  and  his  roommate  believe  the  nail 
was  fired  by  one  of  the  workers. 

Police  investigators  examined  an  air-powered 
gun  used  to  shoot  nails  into  wood  found  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  two  workers  seen  by  Deno. 
But  they  ruled  it  out  as  a  weapon  used  in  the  attack 
because  other  workers  at  the  site  said  it  is  too 
dangerous  to  fire  unless  firmly  butted  against  a 
board. 

Residents  in  the  area  report  that  members  of  the 
construction  crew  have  harassed  women  and  gay 
men  on  the  street.  One  construction  worker  was  over¬ 
heard  to  say  he  would  "like  to  shoot  a  few"  gay  people 
in  the  area. 

The  police  consider  the  case  closed,  but  Deno’s 
lawyers  are  considering  filing  suit.  Deno  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  work  since  the  incident. 


counseling  gay  and  lesbian  youth 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Institute  for  the  Protection  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth,  Inc.  will  hold  its  second  na¬ 
tional  conference  on  problems  and  issues  in  service 
delivery  to  gay  and  lesbian  youth  on  November  1. 
Panels  and  workshops  will  address  counseling 
issues  as  they  relate  to  family,  race,  ethnicity,  and 
religion.  For  more  information,  write  or  call  A.  Damien 
Martin,  c/o  IPLGY,  Inc.,  112  East  23rd  Street,  New 
York,  NY  10010,  (212)  473-1113. 


fucking  a/  fresco 

BOSTON  —  A  public  forum  about  police  harass¬ 
ment  and  entrapment  of  gay  men  in  rest  areas  and 
parks  in  the  Boston  area  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Oc¬ 
tober  23  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  basement  of  the  Arlington 
Street  Church.  The  program,  “Police  Harassment  and 
Entrapment  of  Gay  Men  in  the  Great  Outdoors  or 
Highway  Rest  Areas,  The  Fenway  and  the  Blue  Hills 
Revisited,”  will  include  presentations  by  legal  ex¬ 
perts,  political  organizers,  counselors,  and  men  who 
have  experienced  harassment.  The  event  is  organized 
by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  and  the 
Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Alliance  and  is  free 
and  open  to  the  public.  For  more  information,  call 
426-1350. 


justice  threatened 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  An  extremist  anti-abortion 
group,  the  Army  of  God,  is  supected  of  sending  a 
death  threat  to  Supreme  Court  Justice  Harry  Black- 
mun,  author  of  the  court’s  decision  legalizing  abor¬ 
tion,  according  to  wire  service  reports.  The  FBI  has 
been  asked  to  investigate  the  matter,  according  to  a 
court  spokesperson.  Blackmun  received  the  letter 
several  weeks  ago  from  the  Army  of  God,  a  little- 
known  group  that  has  claimed  responsibility  for  at¬ 
tacks  on  abortion  clinics  around  the  country.  Last 
year,  three  of  its  members  were  convicted  of  kidnap¬ 
ping  an  Illinois  abortion  clinic  director. 

The  letter  bore  the  false  signature  of  Daniel  C. 
Maguire,  professor  of  theology  at  Marquette  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Milwaukee,  who  has  said  that  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  is  “not  monolithic”  on  the  issue  of 
abortion. 


spellman  book  censored 

NEW  YORK  —  A  biography  of  Francis  Cardinal 
Spellman  which  was  to  have  included  interviews  and 
statements  that  the  prelate  was  gay  will  be  published 
on  October  31  without  those  assertions,  according  to 
the  New  York  Times. 

The  book,  The  American  Pope;  The  Life  and 
Times  of  Francis  Cardinal  Spellman  by  John  Cooney, 
is  a  critical  account  of  the  Archbishop.  A  publicity 
release  accompanying  the  book  describes  it  as  trac¬ 
ing  “the  use  and  abuse  of  political  power  by  a 
religious  leader  who  did  more  than  any  other  to 
destroy  the  wall  separating  church  and  state  in 
America.” 

Cooney  interviewed  four  people  who  asserted 
that  the  Cardinal  was  gay,  but  none  could  offer  direct 
proof.  The  finished  version  of  the  book  says  that  while 
many  people  interviewed  took  Spellman’s  homosex¬ 
uality  for  granted,  “others  within  the  church  and  out¬ 
side  have  steadfastly  dismissed  such  claims.  Finally, 
to  make  an  absolute  statement  about  Spellman’s  sex¬ 
ual  activities  is  to  deflect  attention  from  his  words 
and  deeds.” 


out  in  minneapolis 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  director  of  this  city’s  civil 
rights  commission  has  come  out  as  a  lesbian,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Equal  Time.  Mary  Emma  Hixson  granted  a 
“coming  out”  interview  to  the  Minneapolis  paper 
after  she  was  identified  as  a  lesbian  in  another  news¬ 
paper. 

Mayor  Don  Fraser  appointed  Hixson  to  head  the 
civil  rights  commission  last  June.  Her  confirmation 
hearings  were  marked  by  hostile  testimony  from 
some  people  of  color  who  felt  that  a  white  woman 
was  not  qualified  to  do  the  job.  Fraser  threatened  to 
resign  if  Hixson  was  not  confirmed. 

Hixson  told  Equal  Time,  “Some  people  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  were  not  happy  with  my  appointment  and  be¬ 
ing  a  lesbian  is  not  going  to  make  that  easier.  It's  go¬ 
ing  to  be  an  uphill  battle.”  . 

Hixson  said  she  had  not  wanted  to  come  out  till 
she  had  gotten  to  know  her  staff  and  the  community. 
But  she  said  the  reactions  of  staffpeople  and  the  city 
councilmembers,  as  well  as  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
town,  have  been  overwhelmingly  positive. 


aids  ante  upped 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  Senate  approved 
an  additional  $14.6  million  in  AIDS  funding  for  fiscal 
year  1985  on  September  26,  according  to  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Blade.  An  amendment  to  another  bill  by  Sen. 
Alan  Cranston  (D-CA)  was  approved,  in  effect  adding 
some  of  the  funds  requested  by  Dr.  Edward  Brandt, 
director  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  in  a  leaked 
memo  to  Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary 
Margaret  Heckler. 

Accompanying  the  amendment  were  assurances 
from  Sen.  Lowell  Weicker  (R-CT),  chairman  of  the  Ap¬ 
propriations  Subcommittee  on  Labor,  HHS,  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Related  Agencies,  that  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  for  Health  will  use  an  extra$15.4  million  of  its 
FY  1985  money  for  AIDS  research. 

With  Cranston’s  amendment  and  Weicker’s  pro¬ 
mises,  $30.1  million  of  the  $35.8  million  requested  by 
Brandt  for  fiscal  year  1985  is  almost  in  place.  Jeff 
Levi,  Washington  staffperson  for  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  credited  Brandt’s  memo  of  last  spring 
with  the  needed  push  to  get  extra  funds.  “My  opinion 
is  that  the  Cranston  amendment  passed  on  the 
strength  of  the  Brandt  memo,”  he  said. 


oh,  no,  not  in  fitchburg! 

FITCHBURG,  Wl  —  This  newly-formed  city  on  the 
outskirst  of  Madison,  the  state's  capital,  is  con¬ 
sidering  whether  or  not  to  enact  legislation  combat¬ 
ting  pornography,  according  to  Out!  The  city 
council’s  Select  Committee  on  Obscenity  will  make  a 
recommendation  sometime  this  month  on  how  to 
handle  pornography  in  the  city.  The  committee  was 
formed  when  Fitchburg  Cable  decided  to  offer  the 
Playboy  Channel  to  its  subscribers;  it  has  heard  tes¬ 
timony  for  advocates  and  opponents  to  obscenity 
legislation.  A  Minneapolis-style  civil  rights  bill  and  a 
more  traditional  anti-obscenity  bill  relying  on 
Supreme  Court  definitions  of  obscenity  are  being 
considered. 


of  orders  and  archbishops 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  Native  reports  that 
this  city’s  corporation  counsel  has  not  filed  an  appeal 
to  the  recent  court  decision  overturning  Mayor  Ed 
Koch’s  Executive  Order  50,  nor  has  proposed  legis¬ 
lation  to  incorporate  the  order’s  principles  into  the  ci¬ 
ty  charter  been  submitted.  On  September  5,  Koch  pro¬ 
mised  an  appeal  of  Judge  Alvin  F.  Klein’s  ruling 
“within  the  week.”  City  officials  now  say  procedural 
delays  are  holding  them  up. 

In  the  meantime,  representatives  of  gay  Catholic 
and  gay  civil  rights  groups  met  with  Archbishop  John 
J.  O'Connor,  a  chief  opponent  of  Koch’s  executive 
order  which  stipulated  that  service  contractors  with 
the  city  must  sign  an  agreement  not  to  discriminate 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  hiring  practices.  On 
September  18,  gay  men  and  lesbians  sought  pro¬ 
mises  from  O’Connor  that  the  Church  would  guaran¬ 
tee  equal  treatment  for  gay  people  in  its  social  service 
agencies  and  would  support  gay/lesbian  civil  rights. 
They  also  requested  that  O’Connor  “tone  down”  his 
language  regarding  homosexuality. 

On  September  20,  about  200  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  protested  O’Connor’s  role  in  the  anti-gay  ruling 
regarding  Executive  Order  50.  The  picket  line  outside 
St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  was  organized  by  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  One  woman  protestor  en¬ 
tered  the  Cathedral  and  knelt  in  front  of  a  statue  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  to  sing  loudly  and  to  the  tune  of  “Were 
You  There  When  They  Cruficied  My  Lord?”: 

Will  you  be  there  to  hear  the  doctors  to 
proclaim 

I  am  a  dyke  and  I  am  not  insane? 

Oh  sometimes  it  causes  me  to  tremble,  tremble 

Will  you  be  there  to  call  your  daughters  all  the 
same? 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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‘ Feminism  Neither  Left  Nor  Right ’ 


Anti-Porn  Proponents  Talk  Shop  in  Madison 


By  Sharon  Page 

MADISON,  WI  —  A  major 
symposium  on  “A  Feminist 
Analysis  of  Pornography” 
showcased  leading  proponents  of 
the  “civil  rights”  anti-porn  legis¬ 
lative  strategy  here  September 
14-15.  Attracting  some  250  people, 
this  first-of-its-kind  event  was  held 
to  muster  support  for  the  planned 
introduction  in  Dane  County  of  a 
human  rights  code  amendment 
modeled  on  the  Minneapolis- 
Indianapolis  measures  to  combat 
pornography. 

Included  under  the  heading  of 
pornography  considered  to  be  fit 
targets  for  civil  action  were 
materials  termed  exploitative, 
degrading,  or  abusive,  ranging 

Blood  and  Money 


from  jeans  and  perfume  ads  to 
“beaver”  shots,  bondage  pictures 
and  photos  of  sexual  manipulation 
of  small  children.  Speakers  at¬ 
tacked  this  continuum  of  imagery 
from  political,  sociological,  legal 
and  clinical  perspectives.  On  the 
program  were  radical  feminist  ac¬ 
tivists  Andrea  Dworkin,  Katherine 
MacKinnon  and  Sonia  Johnson; 
social  researcher  Edward  Don- 
nerstein  and  Dane  County’s  les¬ 
bian  feminist  Supervisor  Kathleen 
Nichols. 

The  symposium  charted  the 
societal  conflation  of  violation 
with  sexiness  and  the  escalating 
sexualization  of  advertising,  but 
the  inability  of  speakers  to  put 


forth  examples  of  eroticism  free 
from  taint  left  doubts  as  to 
whether  any  sexual  imagery  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  their  campaign. 

Author  and  orator  Andrea 
Dworkin’s  lecture  before  a  packed 
University  of  Wisconsin  audi¬ 
torium  Friday  night  set  the  tone 
for  the  next  day’s  program.  She 
said  pornography  creates  and 
maintains  the  systematic  terroriza¬ 
tion  of  women  which  is  situated 
within  a  cycle  of  poverty,  exploita¬ 
tion,  abuse,  rape,  torture  and 
murder.  Women  can  enter  this  cy¬ 
cle  at  any  point,  but,  she  said,  “it 
all  comes  together”;  for  instance, 
incest  victims  are  used  in  porn 
which  in  turn  legitimizes  incest. 


Gay  Men  Protest 
Military  Spending 


By  Scott  Brookie 

LIVERMORE,  CA  —  A  group 
of  gay  men  poured  their  blood  on 
the  road  leading  to  a  nuclear 
weapons  plant  here  early  in  the 
morning  of  September  23,  in  pro¬ 
test  of  the  money  being  spent  on 
weapons  and  the  lack  of  money  be¬ 
ing  spent  on  AIDS  research.  They 
were  among  several  hundred 
demonstrators  who  began  gather¬ 
ing  at  4:00  a.m.  at  the  Lawrence 
Livermore  National  Laboratory, 
one  of  the  primary  centers  in  the 
U.S.  for  the  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Over  100  people  were  arrested 
on  charges  of  trespassing,  block¬ 
ing  thoroughfares  during  the  day 
of  the  demonstration,  which  was 

called  by  the  Livermore  Action 

Group  (LAG).  All  were  released 
on  their  own  recognizance  on  the 
following  day. 

The  pouring  of  blood  was 
organized  by  Enola  Gay,  an  affini¬ 
ty  group  of  gay  men.  The  group, 
which  takes  its  name  from  the 
name  of  the  plane  which  dropped 
the  atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima, 
was  also  responsible  for  the  mock 
invasion  and  takeover  of  Angel 
Island  in  San  Francisco  Bay  last 
year  following  the  invasion  of 
Grenada.  According  to  Jack 
Davis,  a  member  of  Enola  Gay,  13 
men  participated  in  the  action, 
which  he  termed  a  “blood  and 
money  ritual.”  None  of  the  men 
participating  in  the  ritual  were  ar¬ 
rested. 

The  ritual  took  place  in  several 
parts,  according  to  Davis,  starting 
with  a  chant  to  draw  attention  to 
the  beginning  of  the  action.  The 
chant  was  followed  by  a  litany  of 
the  needs  of  people  with  AIDS. 
“The  idea  of  a  litany  was  taken 
directly  from  the  memorial  service 
for  Bobbi  Campbell,”  said  Davis, 
’’and  the  recitation  of  needs  was 
taken  from  a  speech  Bobbi  gave  at 
the  National  March  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights.”  Bobbi  Camp¬ 


bell,  who  died  of  AIDS  this  sum¬ 
mer,  was  well  known  around  San 
Francisco  as  “the  AIDS  poster 
boy,”  and  was  nationally  known 
by  the  time  of  his  death  for  his 
work  on  behalf  of  people  with 
AIDS. 

The  litany  ended,  said  Davis,  by 
acknowledging  “the  gay  brothers 
who  have  died  from  AIDS  and 
who  will  continue  to  die.  We  want 
no  more  money  for  weapons 
research.  We  want  money  for 
AIDS  research.  And  we  intend  to 
survive.” 

Although  the  group  was  “up 
front  about  being  gay,”  noted 
Davis,  “we  didn’t  limit  the  issue  to 
people  who  get  AIDS  who  are  gay. 

We  included  other  people  who  get 

AIDS  who  are  not  gay.” 

Following  the  litany,  the  group 
moved  into  the  street  and  formed 
two  lines  facing  each  other,  block¬ 
ing  the  road.  Chanting  “The 
blood  of  gay  men  is  sacred.  It  is 
holy.  Workers  who  pass  here  will 
cross  this  blood  every  day,”  the 
group  poured  a  bottle  containing 
their  own  blood  onto  the  road. 

After  the  pouring  of  blood,  the 
group  moved  to  a  side  of  the  road 
where  each  man  pricked  his  finger, 
smeared  blood  on  a  dollar  bill,  and 
made  a  personal  statement  about 
the  action.  “Every  contract  this 
lab  gets  has  blood  on  it,”  com¬ 
mented  John  Lindsay-Poland, 
another  participant  in  the  action, 
in  a  telephone  interview.  “When 
we  put  blood  on  money,  we’re  not 
trying  to  trivialize  it,  we’re  making 
.  the  blood  visible.” 

Davis  commented  that  a 
member  of  the  affinity  group  had 
recently  been  diagnosed  with 
AIDS,  “and  that  was  one  of  the 
main  reasons  we  wanted  to  do  this 
action.”  He  added  that  the  group 
chose  this  type  of  action  “because 
the  image  of  blood  is  a  powerful 
one.”  He  described  the  reaction  of 
the  50  or  60  people  watching  as 


“respectful  and  interested.” 

“These  life  and  death  issues 
with  AIDS  are  very  powerful 
because  they  are  personal,”  said 
Lindsay-Poland,  reflecting  on  the 
action.  “The  life  and  death  of  a 
single  person  involves  so  much. 
The  weapons  that  are  being 
developed  at  Livermore  con¬ 
template  the  deaths  of  millions 
and  millions  of  people.  Profound 
change  has  to  take  place.” 

Describing  his  personal  reasons 
for  protesting,  Davis  recounted  his 
work  at  a  gay  men’s  health  clinic. 
“We’re  seeing  lots  of  positive  test 
results  for  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,”  he  said.  “And  when  I 
think  of  all  these  beautiful  men 
[getting  sick],  it  feels  like  a  war.” 
—  filed  from  Santa  Cruz,  CA 


Stating  that  all  pornography  in¬ 
volves  real  abuse  committed 
against  real  women,  Dworkin 
asserted  that  “the  women  in 
pornography  are  its  first  victims.” 
The  multi-billion  dollar  porn 
market  “has  introduced  the  profit 
motive  into  rape,”  she  said, 
stating  that  rape  crisis  centers 
report  increasing  numbers  of  rapes 
being  photographed  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  appearance  of  these 
photos  in  commercial  porn.  Yet, 
Dworkin  argued,  such  images  are 
treated  not  as  evidence  of  harm, 
but  as  proof  of  consent  and  “pro¬ 
tected  speech.” 

Closing  to  a  near-unanimous 
ovation  from  the  standing-room- 
only  crowd,  nearly  one-fifth  men, 
Dworkin  was  asked  how  to  disas¬ 
sociate  the  feminist  anti-porn 
movement  from  right-wing  op¬ 
ponents  of  porn.  She  replied  that 
the  media  insists  on  portraying 
that  coalition  and  urged  feminists 
to  present  “the  most  rigorous 
analysis  articulatable”  focused  on 
women’s  civil  rights,  claiming  that 
feminist  politics  are  “neither  part 
of  the  left  nor  the  right.” 

Sponsored  by  the  local  feminist 
Taskforce  on  Prostitution  and 
Pornography  (TOPP),  the 
Feminist  Connection  newspaper, 
and  Sonia  Johnson  for  President, 
the  Saturday  symposium  led  off 
with  two  locally-produced  slide 
shows.  The  first  documented  the 
fetishization  of  female  body  parts, 
the  increasing  use  of  violent  in¬ 
nuendo  in  advertising  copy,  the 
proliferation  of  entertainment 
with  “slasher”  and  “snuff” 
themes,  and  the  explosion  of  the 
hardcore  porn  industry. 

The  second  slide  show  dealt  with 
“Media  Images  of  Children  and 
Child  Sexual  Abuse.”  It  discussed 
the  sexual  socialization  of  girls  by 
the  fashion/beauty  industries,  and 


the  conflation  of  youth  and  inno¬ 
cence  with  desirability  and  seduc¬ 
tiveness.  Even  Show  Me,  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  sex  education  book  with¬ 
drawn  from  circulation  by  its  pub¬ 
lishers  for  fear  of  prosecution 
under  kiddie  porn  laws,  was  cited 
as  promoting  the  objectification  of 
girls’  bodies. 

Edward  Donnerstein,  professor 
of  psychology  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  co-author  of 
Pornography  and  Sexual  Aggres¬ 
sion,  presented  his  findings  on  the 
“Impact  of  Sexually  Violent 
Media  on  Attitudes.”  Donner- 
stein’s  work  has  been  claimed  by 
anti-porn  feminists  as  clinical 
evidence  supporting  their  thesis 
that  pornography  promotes 
violence  against  women.  But  in 
comments  surprising  to  those 
aware  of  Donnerstein’s  work  only 
as  filtered  through  the  anti-porn 
movement,  Donnerstein  suggested 
that  his  data  could  support  con¬ 
clusions  different  from  those 
drawn  by  Dworkin  and  Mac¬ 
Kinnon. 

His  studies  of  “how  massive  ex¬ 
posure  to  commercially-released, 
sexually-violent  films  influence 
[male]  viewer  perception”  show  a 
clear  link  between  exposure  to 
“mass  media  stimuli  that  have 
violent  and  sexual  content”  and 
“aggressive  sexual  fantasies,  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  aggression,  belief  in 
rape  myths,  and  aggressive  be¬ 
havior.” 

However,  Donnerstein  pointed 
out  that  when  the  sexual  com¬ 
ponent  was  removed,  but  violence 
retained,  the  effect  on  the  viewer 
was  unchanged.  He  said  that  “the 
erotic  in  and  of  itself”  did  not 
seem  key  to  producing  aggressive 
responses.  He  suggested  that  such 
films  as  “Tool  Box  Murders,” 
Continued  on  page  It 


Black/White  Men  Release 
Boston  Bar  Study 


* 


Members  of  Enola  Gay  pour  blood  to  protest  military  spending. 


By  Donna  Turley 

BOSTON  —  The  local  chapter 
of  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(BWMT)  has  published  a  report 
entitled  “Boston  Bar  Study.”  The 
study  is  the  first  step  in  an  ongoing 
attempt  by  the  group  to  document 
and  combat  racial  discrimination 
in  Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay  bars.  It 
cites  five  bars  for  discriminatory 
practices  which  either  denied  entry 
to  or  asked  for  exessive  identifica¬ 
tion  from  Third  World  members 
of  BWMT,  but  not  necessarily  at 
the  time  the  representatives  visited 
the  establishments  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  study.  The  bars  nam¬ 
ed  are  Buddies,  Campus,  Chaps, 
The  Loft,  and  the  1270. 

GCN  contacted  managers  at 
Buddies  and  Chaps.  Gary  Staples, 
an  assistant  manager  at  Buddies, 
and  Joe  Kirby,  the  manager  at 
Chaps,  both  claimed  to  be  un¬ 
familiar  with  the  study  and  denied 
the  charges.  Kirby  said  that  it  was 
“hard  for  him  to  believe”  that 
anybody  would  contend  that 
racism  exists  at  Chaps  given  that 
he  employs  more  black  people 
than  any  other  bar  in  town.  He 
noted  that  Chaps  employs  a  black 
disc  jockey,  doorman,  lightman 
and  bartender. 

Representatives  from  BWMT, 
Black  Men’s  Assication  (BMA) 
and  El  Comite  are  in  the  process  of 
setting  up  appointments  with  each 
of  the  five  establishments  cited  in 
the  study  for  discrimination. 

Although  John  Bush,  current 
co-chair  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  BWMT  and  member  of  the 
Boston  chapter,  said  the  main  pur- 
S  pose  of  the  study  was  to  help 
d  eradicate  discriminatory  door 
s  practices,  most  of  the  guide  con¬ 
centrates  on  health  and  safety  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  bars  in  order  to 


“help  improve  the  quality  of  life  in 
gay  bars  for  all.” 

In  order  to  compile  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  the  guide,  representatives 
from  BWMT  visited  19  area  bars 
to  observe  how  closely  the 
businesses  complied  with  the 
criteria  enumerated  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights  for  Patrons  and  Employees 
of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Estab¬ 
lishments. 

The  Bill  of  Rights,  adopted  at 
the  founding  conference  of  the 
National  Organization  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  recognizes  gay-oriented 
bars  as  social  institutions  in  the  gay 
community  and  sets  forth  abiding 
principles  for  responsible  business 
conduct.  They  include  the  right  to 
equal  access,  the  right  to  a  safe  en¬ 
vironment,  the  right  to  freedom 
from  harassment  and  exploitation, 
the  right  to  expect  that  gay  estab- 
lishments  will  function  as 
responsible  community  institu¬ 
tions,  and  the  right  of  employees 
to  decent  wages,  job  security, 
freedom  from  discrimination,  and 
to  reject  sexual  advances. 

A  questionnaire  extracted  from 
the  Bill  of  Rights  was  filled  out  by 
each  of  the  BWMT  representatives 
and  data  was  compiled  for  the 
study.  Letters  were  also  sent  to  the 
bars  asking  about  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  community,  employee 
relations,  affirmative  action 
policies  and  the  sexual  preference 
of  the  owner. 

For  the  most  part,  the  personnel 
in  the  bars  cooperated  with  the 
study  surveyors.  However, 
according  to  Bush,  bar  personnel 
generally  evaded  the  more  difficult 
questions  about  unionization  and 
hiring  practices.  He  said  that  the 
greatest  problem  in  conducting  the 
study  was  that  often  the  bar 


owners  are  absentee  or  unknown. 

The  completed  study  has  been 
delivered  to  the  management  of  all 
the  bars  reviewed.  Bush  stressed  to 
GCN  that,  at  this  point,  the  study 
appeals  to  the  bar  owners’  con¬ 
cepts  of  fair-mindedness,  and  is 
not  a  direct  attack.  But  it  also 
serves  notice  that  “if  we  find  cases 
of  discrimination,  we  won’t  take  it 
lightly.” 

Emphaising  that  the  study  is 
part  of  an  ongoing  process,  Bush 
said  that  BWMT  had  submitted  a 
grant  proposal  to  the  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund  to  institute  a  dis¬ 
crimination  response  system.  The 
money  would  be  used  for  a 
telephone  complaint  program 
whereby  any  complaints  of  racial 
discrimination  at  a  bar. would  be 
investigated  by  a  “test”  group. 
The  test  groups  would  be  com¬ 
posed  of  all-white,  all-Third  World 
or  racially  mixed  teams  of  in¬ 
vestigators  who  would  visit  the  bar 
and  document  admission  policies. 
Legal  action  will  be  taken  where 
admissions  policies  are  found  to  be 
discriminatory. 

The  discrimination  response 
system  has  been  used  success¬ 
fully  by  BWMT  chapters  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  New  York  and 
Atlanta.  Several  bars  in  New  York 
have  been  closed  because  of  such 
pressure.  The  D.C.  bar  Badlands 
was  fined  $5000  because  of  such 
action.  Lobbying  in  Atlanta  has 
resulted  in  the  passage  of  an  or¬ 
dinance  which  forces  bars  to  grant 
entry  to  anyone  who  produces  a 
single  valid  picture  I.D. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Boston 
Bar  Study,  send  $6  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  book  and  postage 
to  BWMT,  1396  Drift  Road, 
Westport,  MA  02790. 
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Community  Voices 


o  those  groovy 
straight  men 

Dear  GCN, 

As  a  gay  man  active  in  the  men's  movement,  1 
read  Read  Weaver’s  article  (“Fairie  at  the  Men’s 
Conference”)  with  great  interest.  Read  writes  of 
the  “Groovy  straight  man,"  who  (on  occasion) 
loudly  proclaims  ^ay  rights  hut  is  often  unable  to 
translate  good  intentions  into  action. 

There  is  painful  truth  in  what  he  says. 

Homophobia  is  a  basic  barrier  between  men;  a 
few  men’s  conferences  won’t  make  it  go  away.  I 
see  too  much  ignorance  of  gay  issues  at  these  con¬ 
ferences  to  believe  we  have  achieved  actual 
gay /straight  unity.  I  watch  as  a  preponderance  of 
gay  men  take  responsibility  for  caring  about 
men’s  feelings  —  from  fairie  circles  to  taking  care 
of  group  process  —  while  straight  men  are  more 
likely  to  be  the  visible  leaders,  focusing  on  the 
tasks  (‘‘all  right,  men  —  let’s  get  things  done").  1 
go  to  workshops  where  holding  hands  in  public  — 
an  issue  for  me  of  courage  and  self-determination 

—  is  handled  as  an  “interesting”  exercise. 

So  why  am  I,  a  gay  man,  in  the  men’s  move¬ 
ment?  Because  —  even  when  straight  men  fuck  up 

—  it  is  one  of  the  few  places  where  1  experience  a 
commitment  of  gay  and  straight  men  in  ending 
homophobia.  On  the  one  hand,  I  find  gay  men 
who  share  and  understand  my  gay  history,  and  we 
are  actively  confronting  homophobia.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  find  straight  men  who  are  struggling 
with  homophobia  for  their  own  reasons  (from 
personal  freedom  to  creating  a  better  world)  — 
and  that  strikes  me  as  just  fine.  We  have  different 
reasons  and  different  histories  (of  course!),  but 
we  share  the  same  goals  —  and  the  same  future. 
And  if  straight  men  sometimes  fuck  up,  I  look  at 
my  years  of  internalized  homophobia  and  the 
ways  I’ve  hurt  other  men,  and  suddenly  I  don’t 
feel  so  harsh. 

Read’s  article  reminds  me  of  the  importance  of 
confronting  homophobia,  and  helps  me  to  streng¬ 
then  my  commitment  to  challenge  it  in  the  men’s 
movement  more  strongly  than  ever.  I  value  his 
clear-sightedness  and  his  honesty  (and  his  cele¬ 
bration  of  fairies!).  But  I  am  proud  to  be  in  a 
movement  where  I  find  powerful  gay  men  and 
powerful  straight  men  who  arc  committed  to  be¬ 
ing  my  allies. 

Sincerely, 

Ken  Fremont-Smith 
Philadelphia,  PA 


gay  games  at  the 
Olympics 

Dear  GCN  : 

Someone  noted  that  the  British  press  is  both 
better  and  worse  than  that  in  America.  Some 
British  dailies  are  comparable  to  the  New  York 
Times ,  while  others  are  more  like  daily  versions  of 
the  National  Enquirer.  Yet,  it  is  precisely  because 
half  the  British  press  is  so  unrestrained  that  it  is  an 
indicator  of  what  British  people  find  of  interest. 

The  Olympic  coverage  of  the  summer  games  in 
LA  reveals  a  striking  contrast  between  this 
popular  British  and  the  more  popular  American 
coverage.  For  example,  on  1 1  August,  both  the 
Daily  Star  and  the  Daily  Record  and  other  papers 
carried  large  photographs  on  page  one  of  decath¬ 
lon  winner  Daley  Thompson  wearing  a  T-shirt 
with  large  letters  asking,  “Is  the  World’s  2nd 
Greatest  Athlete  Gay?”  The  Star  reported: 
“Daley  wasn’t  talking,  but  it  was  an  obvious  hint 
at  triple  gold  medalist  Carl  Lewis  who  has  denied 
to  a  top  American  sports  magazine  that  he’s 
homosexual.”  The  Record  declared  that  Thomp¬ 
son  was  talking.  “Thompson  said  the  T-shirt 
could  be  referring  to  Carl  Lewis,  or  perhaps  to 
West  German  Juergen  Hingson  who  had  won  the 
silver  medal.  He  (Thompson)  shouted  at 
American  TV  journalists:  “What  you  guys  forget 
is  that  in  England,  gay  means  happy.’”  Of 
course,  Thompson  may  be  aware  that  London’s 
Gay  News  is  not  the  publication  of  the  optimist 
club. 

Also,  it  is  noteworthy  how  England’s  The  Sun 
now  carries  the  gay  issue  into  its  sports  page.  On 
8/20/84  following  Carl  Lewis’  defeat  at  a  track 
meet  at  London’s  Crystal  Palace,  the  paper  head¬ 
lined  “Lewis  Hunting  for  Daley;  Carl  wants  to 
meet  him  in  decathlon.” 

“King  Carl  (Lewis)  barely  had  time  to  wipe  the 
sweat  from  his  undiminished  ego  before  he  was 
threatening  to  make  Daley  eat  the  words  on  his 
famous  T-shirt.” 

Meanwhile,  in  the  US  there  were  reports  that  a 
track  shoe  company  was  paying  a  top  athlete  a 
considerable  sum  to  remain  in  the  closet. 

Whether  Thompson  was  referring  to  Hintze  or 
to  Lewis  or  to  both  is  irrelevant.  Thompson’s 
T-shirt  does  much  to  destroy  the  stereotype  that 
“gays”  and  “athletes”  are  contradictory  terms. 
Not  only  can  gays  be  athletic,  but  we  can  be  ttl  in 
the  world.  And  in  some  sports,  it  is  clear  that  gays 
are  #1 . 

Perhaps  US  coverage  of  the  Olympic  Games 
should  have  dwelt  more  on  T-shirts.  Much  was 
made  of  the  East  Bloc  absence,  but  not  enough 
was  made  of  the  gay  presence  at  the  Olympic 
Games  of  1984. 

Yours  truly, 

Hugh  Murray 
New  York,  NY 


reporting  vs. 
editorializing 

Dear  GCN: 

Having  just  received  and  read  your  most  recent 
issue  which  included  the  Speaking  Old  article 
“Pimps  and  Porn  at  Michigan,”  I  am  prompted 
once  again  to  applaud  your  policy  of  including 
open  expression  of  opinion  and  feelings  in  OUR 
community  newspaper.  Your  adherence  to  the 
ethics  of  a  truly  free  press  are  precious  and  deser¬ 
ving  of  our  continuous  support  and  gratitude. 

Secondly,  to  the  author  of  that  article,  Sharon 
Page: 

Dear  Ms.  Page: 

To  have  written  your  Speaking  Old  article  was 
an  act  of  loyalty  and  conviction  for  which  you 
should  be  commended.  I  can  only  imagine  the  tor¬ 
rent  of  letters  and  kitchen  debates  which  it  has 
evoked.  All  the  better,  I  hope.  I  must,  however, 
voice  at  least  this  rebuke  as  an  educated  reader 
and  armchair  journalist:  Never,  NEVER  present 
your  personal  experiences,  biases,  and  opinons  as 
“FACT.”  Reporting  is  reporting  and  editorializ¬ 
ing  is  editorializing,  and  confusing  the  two  is 
wrong  and  dnagerous. 

What  actually  happened  at  Michigan  this  year 
will  take  long  months  of  discussion  and  analysis 
to  determine.  The  lessons  we  shall  learn  are  as  yet 
undetermined.  There  are/will  be  many  sets  of 
“Facts”  to  be  brought  to  light,  and  as  many  as  the 
women  who  were  there  and  who  will  follow  the 
controversy  through  subsequent  statements  in  the 
press,  there  will  be  that  many  personal  responses. 
Please  do  not  denigrate  the  reality  of  anyone’s  ex¬ 
perience  by  claiming  a  monopoly  on  truth.  There 
are  many  realities.  Yours  is  only  one. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen  O’Neill 
Berkeley,  CA 


non-zionist  jews 

To  Am  Tikva  and  Concerned  Lesbians  and  Gays, 

I  write  to  share  some  concerns.  I  attended  the 
1984  Rosh  Hashana  service  this  year.  While  I  loved 
being  with  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jewish  commu¬ 
nity  and  I  loved  many  parts  of  the  service,  I  was 
also  deeply  troubled  by  certain  other  parts. 

As  you  must  be  aware,  many  Jewish  pro¬ 
gressive  people  no  longer  support  Zionist 
ideology.  We  can  not  support  it  because  of  its  in¬ 
herent  idea  that  Jewish  people  have  more  rights 
than  Palestinians.  Personally,  1  began  breaking 
my  deep  connections  to  Zionism  when  I  learned 
that  Palestinian  Arabs  are  treated  as  third-class 
citizens  in  Israel,  that  apartheid  conditions  exist 
and  are  in  full  force  on  the  West  Bank  today,  and 
that  most  of  the  original  Palestinian  inhabitants 
on  the  land  were  forced  out  or  killed. 

Your  services  reinforce  Zionism.  There  were 
constant  references  to  Israel  and  “greater 
Israel”.  Words  that  tend  to  reinforce  a  boundary- 
less  state  for  Zionists  in  the  middle-east  encourage 
them  to  take  more  land,  as  they  have  outrageous¬ 
ly  done  most  recently  in  Lebanon.  Also  during  the 
service,  Israel  was  referred  to  as  God’s  gift  to  the 
Jewish  people.  PLEASE  do  not  assume  that  all 
Jewish  people  attending  the  services  will  ever 
agree  with  this  political  ideology. 

Many  Jewish  people,  though  not  enough,  are 
reviving  our  long  history  of  fighting  all  forms  of 
oppression.  Arab  lives  are  as  important  as  Jewish 
lives.  As  we  mourn  the  tragic  history  of  the  fascist 
Nazis’  treatment  of  Jewish  and  gay  people,  we 
need  also  mourn  the  tragic  fascism  of  Zionism  and 
the  death  and  sufferings  of  the  Arab  people. 

Let  us  deal  with  this  issue,  even  if  it  forces  us  to 
reexamine  our  most  ingrained  ideas.  And  racism, 
for  all  while  people,  has  been  so  deeply  ingrained 
in  us. 

In  the  Struggle, 

Malkah  Barrsey  Feldman 
Hyde  Park,  MA 

tax  credits  for  the 
childless? 

Dear  GCN : 

President  Reagan  has  a  plan  to  give  tuition  tax 
credit  to  parents  who  take  their  children  out  of 
public  schools  and  put  them  into  private  or 
parochial  schools. 

Gays  and  other  childless  people  are  already 
paying  for  a  form  of  taxation  without  repre¬ 
sentation,  since  in  general  we’re  paying  school 
taxes  without  having  children  to  put  in  those 
schools.  If  the  tuition  tax  credit  plan  goes 
through,  our  proportion  of  the  taxes  will  be  even 
higher. 

1  believe  the  future  of  our  country  —  our  planet 
—  lies  in  the  education  of  the  young.  But  if  people 
who  voluntarily  take  their  children  out  of  public 
school  get  tuition  tax  credits,  so  should  all  child¬ 
less  people.  And  maybe  even  those  whose  chil¬ 
dren  are  too  young  to  attend  or  have  graduated. 

This  is  an  important  issue  for  gays.  Either  we 
should  get  the  tax  credits  for  taxes  we  pay  on 
schools  we  aren’t  using,  or  nobody  should  get  the 
tax  credits. 

Sincerely, 

Mike  Varady 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


simplistic  analysis 

Dear  GCN: 

Why  are  so  many  so-called  progressive  lesbian 
and  gay  people  so  simplistic  in  their  political 
analysis?  Their  “black-and-white”  explanations 
are  as  superficial  as  their  conservative  counter¬ 
parts.  These  simple-minded  explanations  are 
especially  pronounced  when  the  discussion 
centers  around  Cuba. 

The  article,  “Sex  and  Ideology  in  Cuba,”  is  a 
good  example  of  superficial  journalism.  The 
authors  criticize  Nestor  Alemendros’  film,  Im¬ 
proper  Conduct  for  its  dishonesty  and  super¬ 
ficiality.  While  I  agree  in  part,  the  authors’  own 
research  and  conclusions  seem  to  be  as  superficial 
as  certain  portions  of  the  film. 

The  general  tenor  of  the  article  is  that  Cuba  is 
developing  nicely  in  all  areas:  economics,  sexual 
ideology,  etc.  But  how  did  the  authors  reach  that 
last  point?  First,  they  “read  the  main  texts  used  in 
classes  on  sexual  education.”  Second  they  spoke 
with  two  officials  of  the  Communist  Party, 
Monika  Krause  and  Ambrosio  Fornet.  Nowhere 
do  they  mention  speaking  with  lesbian  and  gay 
people.  If  the  authors  had  done  so,  they  would 
undoubtedly  have  reached  a  different  conclusion 
about  Cuba’s  present  treatment  of  gay  people. 

The  authors’  research  methods  leave  much  to 
be  desired.  A  foreign  journalist  could  come  to  the 
U.S.  and  read  “The  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964”  in 
the  law  books.  The  journalist  could  also  interview 
members  of  Reagan’s  Commission  on  Civil 
Rights.  The  journalist  would  then  leave  the  coun¬ 
try  feeling  that  discrimination  has  been  abolished 
in  the  U.S.  Although  such  an  approach  to  in¬ 
vestigating  a  situation  is  grossly  superficial,  this  is 
just  what  the  GCN  reporters  did  when  they  went 
to  Cuba.  They  read  books  and  talked  to  govern¬ 
ment  officials. 

The  world  is  not  as  simple  as  pure  good  or  bad. 
There  is  much  in-between.  While  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  criticize  the  degradation  that  capitalist 
systems  produce,  we  must  not  be  afraid  to 
criticize  the  severe  restrictions  on  personal 
freedoms  which  so-called  Socialist  countries  im¬ 
pose  on  sexual  minorities. 

Sincerely, 

Fernando  Chang-Muy 
Philadelphia,  PA 

supporting 

supportive 

straights 

Dear  GCN: 

Why  does  the  gay  community  persist  in  be¬ 
littling  and  repulsing  straight  advocates  of  their 
cause?  You  must  confess  it  does  seem  rather 
counter-productive.  In  the  final  analysis  the  gay 
rights  movement  is  an  effort  to  attain  equal  rights 
for  gay  and  lesbian  people,  socially  and  political¬ 
ly.  If  electing  city,  state  and  federal  officials  who 
are  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple,  is  instrumental  in  achieving  that  goal,  does  it 
matter  if  the  votes  were  cast  by  a  homosexual  or  a 
heterosexual?  If  a  good  turn  out  at  a  public  func¬ 
tion  such  as  the  Gay  Pride  March  or  the  Human 
Rights  Ordinance  Rally  is  beneficial  for  in¬ 
creasing  public  awareness  of  the  need  for  a  gay 
rights  movement,  does  it  matter  if  the  supporters 
are  homosexual  or  heterosexual?  If  the  people  we 
meet  in  our  day  to  day  lives  express  ideas  and 
beliefs  that  are  not  only  homophobic  but  also  ig¬ 
norant  and  destructive,  does  it  matter  if  the  per¬ 
son  who  atttempts  to  gently  raise  their  conscious¬ 
ness  is  homosexual  or  heterosexual? 

I  understand  that  in  order  for  the  gay  rights 
movement  to  gain  momentum  it  is  necessary  to 
first  develop  a  sense  of  unity,  cohesiveness  and 
pride  among  gay  and  lesbian  people.  And  al¬ 
though  I  aknowledge  that  it  is  crucial  to  con¬ 
stantly  reaffirm  that  unity  and  pride  among  the 
gay  community,  1  believe  the  time  has  come  to  not 
only  include,  but  to  welcome  all  people  willing 
and  wanting  to  fight  the  injustices  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  and  affectional  orienta¬ 
tion. 

The  fact  that  a  gay  man  or  lesbian  will  make 
friendly  overtures  simply  because  I  am  reading  a 
novel  written  by  Rita  Mae  Brown,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  a  gay  man  or  lesbian  will  make  insult¬ 
ing  comments  simply  because  I  am  attending  a 
conference  on  AIDS  with  my  heterosexual  boy¬ 
friend,  clearly  illustrates  the  injustice  of  reverse 
discrimination.  Homosexual  and  heterosexual 
are  adjectives  which  describe  one  aspect  of  an  in¬ 
dividual;  they  are  not  definitions.  There  are  plen¬ 
ty  of  homophobic  homosexuals  and  plenty  of 
heterosexuals  who  are  not  homophobic.  On  June 
16,  1984  I  chanted  “gay-straight,  black-white, 
same  sturggle,  same  fight,”  with  vigor,  because  I 
believe  that  when  all  oppressed  people  unite  to 
fight  for  human  justice,  the  sheer  force  of  our 
numbers  will  instigate  change.  Yet  while  chanting 
I  inwardly  thought  the  words  were  misleading  and 
untrue.  The  entire  white  community  is  not  racist 
nor  is  the  entire  straight  community  homophobic; 
to  say  nothing  of  the  black  homophobes  or  the 
gay  racists! 

1  feel  it’s  lime  we  began  emphasizing  our  com¬ 
monalities,  for  after  all.  the  underlying  principle 
of  any  civil  rights  movement  is  that  we  are  all  one 
in  humanity  and  equal  in  our  rights  to  human 
dignity  and  integrity. 

Tracy  Salonites 
Allston,  MA 


GayCommunrtyNews 

Cover  photo  by  Nancy  Wechsler 

MANAGING  EDITOR 

Gordon  Gottlieb 

NEWS  EDITOR 

Sue  Hyde 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Loie  Hayes 

ART  DIRECTOR 

Susan  Yousem 

OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJ. 

Mike  Riegle 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 

Lisa  Hirschkop 

CIRCULATION/STAFF  WRITER 

Chris  Guilfoy 

LOCAL  REPORTER 

Larry  Goldsmith 

TYPOGRAPHER/STAFF  WRITER 

Pam  Mitchell 

MARKETING  DIRECTOR 

Richard  Burns 

DISTRIBUTION 

Barb  Cischke 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

President:  Amy  Hoffman,  Kevin 

Cathcart,  Art  Cohen,  Barry  Forbes, 

Raymond  Hopkins,  Tom  Huth,  John 

Kyper,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Louise  Rice, 

Betsy  Smith, 

NEWS  STAFF 

Peg  Byron,  John  Kyper,  John  Zeh, 
Sharon  Page,  Sarah  Schulman,  Jim 
Jackson,  Claude  Peck,  Janice  Irvine, 
Ellen  M.  Young,  Jay  C.  Jones,  Laura 
Hathaway,  Murray  F.  Landers,  Urvashi 
Vaid,  Scott  Brookie,  Donna  Turley, 

Mark  Perigard,  David  Peterson,  Jim 
Ryan,  Ann  Holder 
FEATURES  STAFF 

Warren  Blumenfeld,  Michael  Bronski, 
Malkah  Barrisey  Feldman,  Pamela 
Gordon,  Jeremy  Grainger,  Joe 
interrante,  Bill  Kreidler,  Catherine 
Joseph,  Martin  Krieger,  Pat  Kuras, 
Nancy  Langer,  Andrea  Loewenstein, 
Mark  McHarry,  Mitzel,  Wade  Nichols, 
Lisa  Orlando,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Cindy 
Rizzo,  Jo  Schneiderman,  Charley 
Shively,  Lee  Swislow,  Kenneth  Hale- 
Wehmann,  Maida  Tilchen,  Nancy 
Wechsler,  Nancy  Walker,  Michael 
Wilson 

ART/PRODUCTION  STAFF 
Design  Assistants:  Amy  Groves, 

Daniel  Emberley 

lllustrators:Diane  Ayott,  Timothy 
Blackburn,  Paul  Brouillette,  John 
Copoulos,  Daniel  Emberley,  Howie 
Green,  Michael  Hermon,  Tom  Huth, 
Miranda  Kolbe,  Sean  Martin,  Pip, 
Priscilla  Stadler,  David  Storm,  Jean 
Vallon,  Bob  Wellington,  Steve  Wolf 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
Debra  Davenport,  Freddie  Greenfield, 
Larry  Hitt 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Marie  Favorito,  Susan  Fleischmann, 
Ellen  Shub,  Michael  Thompson,  John 
Tobin,  Brian  Quinby 

PROMOTIONS 

Barry  Forbes,  Stephen  Mahoney,  Dave 
Peterson, 

Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
PROOFREADERS 
Linda  Burnett,  Michael  Grossman, 
Miranda  Kolbe,  Rob  Krikorian,  Abe 
Rybeck,  Read  Weaver 
CIRCULATION  STAFF 
Mailing  Supervisor:  Beverly  Schwartz 
Woody  O’Kane,  Linda  Gwizdak,  Jim 
Wilson-Napier,  Anne  Waterman,  Jim 
Spellman,  Frank  McNeil,  Susan  Rust, 
Beth  Leventhal,  Rebecca  Gorlin, 
Richard  Lynn,  Michael  Baenen,  Chris 
Jenks,  Rick  Simkin 
COMPUTER  MANAGEMENT 
Margie  Bleichman,  Roger  Frye 
INDEXER  Charles  Ash 
BULK  DISTRIBUTION  Ray  Hopkins 
NEW  YORK  REPRESENTATIVE 
Rivendell  Marketing,  666  6th  Ave., 

New  York,  N.Y.  10010,  (212)  242-6863 
NEW  YORK  DISTRIBUTION 
Majority  News  Distributors,  Inc.,  306 
W.  13th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10014, 

(212)  243-7770. 

Gay  Community  News  (GCN)  is  dedicated 
to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  of 
interest  to  the  gay  community.  GCN  is  pub¬ 
lished  every  week  (except  the  first  week  of 
January  and  the  last  week  of  August)  by  a 
non-profit  corporation.  All  material  copyright 
tc  1984,  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foun¬ 
dation,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved,  reprint  by 
permission  only.  Our  office  is  located  at  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  (617) 
426-4469. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston, 
Mass.  Annual  subscription  rate  is  $29  ISSN: 
0147-0728.  Member  New  England  Press 
Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Free¬ 
dom  of  the  Press.  COSMEP  Member 
GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press 
Index,  which  is  published  quarterly  by  the  Al¬ 
ternative  Press  Center,  Inc.,  Box  7229,  Balti¬ 
more,  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-11  of  GCN  are  available  on 
microfilm  for  $30/volume.  Write 
GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorial"  represent 
the  views  of  the  editorial  board.  Signed  let¬ 
ters  and  columns  reflect  the  views  and  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  authors  only.  Comments, 
criticisms,  and  information  are  always 
welcome  from  our  readers:  remember,  it's 
YOUR  paper! 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to: 
Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News,  October  20,  1984  •  Page  5 


Speaking  Out - 

Comparing  Jews  with  Homosexuals 

By  George  Jochnowitz 


Comparing  Jews  to  homosexuals  is  like  comparing  apples  to  oranges  —  it  is  an 
enjoyable  game  and  my  lead  to  interesting  insights.  Apples  and  oranges  may  be  compared 
for  sweetness,  acidity,  weight  per  unit  volume,  ease  of  peeling,  etc.  Jews  and  homosexuals 
are  comparable  because  they  are  unpopular  minorities.  There  is  at  least  one  way,  however, 
in  which  the  comparisons  are  not  analogous:  an  orange  can  never  be  an  apple,  but  a  Jew  may 
turn  out  to  be  a  fruit. 

There  is  nothing  especially  surprising  about  the  unpopularity  of  a  minority.  Xeno¬ 
phobia  is  a  ubiquitous  human  phenomenon.  People  dislike  others  who  differ  from  them  in 
religion,  ethnicity,  accent,  class,  age,  politics,  and  even  taste.  It  would  be  odd  if  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  Jews  were  not  disliked.  As  it  happens,  dislike  is  too  mild  a  word.  Homophobia 
and  anti-Semitism  are  among  the  great  hatreds  of  all  time.  Members  of  both  group,  during 
certain  periods,  have  been  killed  simply  for  being  what  they  are.  Even  in  good  times,  they  are 
accused  of  clannishness  and  of  flaunting  their  differences  when  the  stick  with  their  own,  and 
are  considered  dishonest  or  even  insidious  when  they  try  to  be  like  the  majority. 

It  is  much  easier  for  Jews  and  gays  to  pass  than  it  is  for  blacks,  but  passing  is  not  the 
same  as  changing  one’s  status.  A  gay  who  leads  an  exclusively  heterosexual  life  knows  that 
inside  he  remains  a  fag.  Karl  Marx  was  a  baptized  Lutheran  as  well  as  an  atheist,  but 
everyone  thought  of  him  and  thinks  of  him  as  a  Jew.  For  both  Jews  and  gays,  conversion  is 
possible  and  sometimes  quite  practical.  One  may  change  one’s  belief,  affiliation  and  way  of 
life.  But  to  oneself  and  the  enemy  (and  there  are  so  many  enemies),  the  change  is  irrelevant. 
It  may  even  be  used  as  an  argument  to  justify  prejudice.  (They  are  everywhere.  You  don’t 
know  who  they  are.  They  control  everything.) 

Jews  and  gays  do  not  control  everything.  One  of  the  striking  similarities  they  share  is 
the  fact  that  they  have  a  great  deal  of  influence  but  very  little  power  —  a  sure  formula  for 
disaster.  In  recent  years,  both  have  become  more  powerful  through  organization  and  bold¬ 
ness.  If  either  Jews  or  gays  had  been  as  militant  in  1944  as  they  are  today,  the  United  States 
would  have  bombed  the  gas  chambers  and  crematoria  at  Auschwitz. 

Pianists  are  frequently  gay;  violinists  are  often  Jews.  Homosexuals  and  Jews  seem  to 
be  overrepresented  in  show  business,  the  garment  industry,  the  university,  and  to  judge  by 
the  shops  on  Christopher  Street,  in  retail  trades.  Both  groups  do  well  in  school  and  at  their 
jobs,  yet  both  are  particularly  subject  to  doubt  and  depression. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  reasons  for  Jewish  success.  Let  me  add  my  own 
theory.  Jews  do  well  for  the  same  reason  that  male  homosexuals  do:  they  have  escaped  the 
destructive  effects  of  the  subculture  of  adolescent  men.  Jews,  like  gays,  are  successful 
because  they  are  not  macho.  \ 

Young  males  are  dangerous.  They  are  responsible  for  much  more  than  their  share  of 
auto  accidents,  crimes  of  violence,  and  anti-social  behavior  in  general;  Peer-group  pressure, 
especially  among  the  lower  classes,  leads  young  men  to  be  ashamed  of  their  intellectual  and 
artistic  abilities.  Sensitivity  and  original  thinking  are  condemned  as  effeminate.  In  extreme 
cases,  the  peer  group  demands  senseless  acts  of  courage  —  in  the  suburbs,  cars  are  usually 
involved;  in  the  slums,  crime  may  be  the  way  to  prove  one’s  manhood.  More  often,  the 
subculture  is  relatively  benign.  Yet  even  then,  it  works  against  expressing  one’s  feelings  and 
developing  one’s  thoughts. 

Gays  are  not  likely  to  adopt  the  rules  of  male  subcultures,  which  enforce  their  mores  by 
calling  deviants  “fag.”  Homosexuality,  I  would  guess,  is  determined  long  before  the  teen 
years.  Before  a  boy  learns  he  is  a  homosexual,  he  knows  he  is  somehow  different.  He  does 
not  feel  at  ease  with  tough  males,  and  the  feeling  is  mutual. 

Among  Jews,  the  traditional  roles  reserved  for  men  and  women  have  worked  to  the 
advantage  of  both  women  and  men.  Women,  more  than  in  most  traditional  societies,  were 
bread-winners.  This  was  especially  true  when  their  husbands  were  scholars.  Study  of  the 
Bible  and  Talmud  was  restricted  to  men.  Thus  it  was  never  considered  effeminate  to  spend 
one’s  time  reading  and  talking.  Maleness  was  not  equated  with  toughness.  The  way  to  be 


macho  was  to  be  skillful  at  explicating  texts.  And  yet,  only  a  small  minority  of  Jews  were 
full-time  scholars.  Talmud  study  did  not  survive  among  secular  Jews.  There  is  no  direct 
connection  between  the  scholarship  of  traditional  Jews  and  the  fact  that  secular  Jews  do  well 
in  school.  The  link  is  an  indirect  one:  Jews  did  not  think  real  men  were  supposed  to  be 
insensitive  and  stupid.  This  attitude  has  remained  and  has  kept  many  Jewish  men  (not  all) 
from  adopting  the  values  of  the  male  adolescent  subculture. 

When  Jewish  women  went  to  work  to  support  their  scholar  husbands,  they  probably 
considered  it  oppressive  rather  than  liberating,  and  with  good  reason.  It  was  oppressive. 
Since  there  were  few  full-time  scholars,  theie  were  few  wives  of  such  scholars.  Nevertheless, 
women  were  shown  to  be  capable.  They  did  not  need  men  to  bring  home  the  bacon  —  uh, 
the  pastrami.  Ironically,  the  sharply  divided  sex  roles  of  a  traditional  society  equipped 
Jewish  men  and  women  to  cope  with  the  changing,  complex  structures  of  contemporary 
America. 

Neither  Jews  nor  homosexuals  are  dangerous.  If  there  are  very  many  of  them  in  the  arts 
and  the  professions,  that  is  a  plus,  not  a  minus.  They  are  probably  more  law-abiding  than 
the  population  at  large,  except,  of  course,  in  places  wchre  it  is  illegal  to  be  gay  or  Jewish.  It  is 
simply  not  true  that  Jews  are  dishonest  businessmen.  Many  Jews  don’t  even  like  business  and 
typically  abandon  thei>-  family  enterprises  to  go  into  the  professions.  Nor  is  it  true  that 
homosexuals  can  tempt  heterosexual  youths  into  following  a  gay  life  style.  Homosexuality  is 
not  appealing  to  those  who  are  not  inclined  that  way. 

Despite  the  fact  that  many  gays  and  Jews  succeed  economically  and  intellectually,  and 
despite  the  fact  that  they  are  more  readily  accepted  than  before,  they  remain  marginal 
groups.  Being  gay  is  an  inherently  radical  state.  No  one  was  raised  to  be  a  homosexual.  A 
person  who  realizes  that  he  is  gay  must  either  fight  against  his  own  nature  or  live  an  uncon¬ 
ventional  life  or  both.  Jews,  unlike  gays,  may  have  been  raised  to  be  Jews.  Yet  every  Jew, 
like  every  gay,  must  make  a  decision  about  how  to  reconcile  the  values  of  the  larger  society 
with  the  contrary  needs  of  the  particular  in  his  own  life.  A  personal  crisis  involving  a  conflict 
between  one’s  essence  and  the  surrounding  culture  can  be  a  radicalizing  experience.  It  is  not 
.suprising  that  Jews  and  gays  have  been  disproportionately  involved  in  leftist  activity. 

Ironically,  radical  activisim  can  help  Jews  and  gays  only  in  a  bourgeois  democracy. 
Democratic  states  have  been  quite  hostile  to  minorities,  yet  such  societies  are  committed  in 
theory  to  pluralism.  When  minorities  organize  to  improve  their  positions,  they  have  the 
professed  values  of  the  state  on  their  side.  As  marginal  groups  gain  in  power,  (hey  gain 
respectability  as  well.  As  society  grows  more  democratic  in  practice,  people  begin  to  under¬ 
stand  and  believe  in  the  theory  of  pluralism. 

All  societies  that  claim  to  be  radical  are  in  fact  either  Marxist-Leninist  or  Islamic 
fundamentalist.  They  are  totalitarian  because  they  attempt  to  change  and  therefore  control 
human  nature:  Dictatorships  are  terrible  places  for  Jews  and  gays.  They  have  to  be.  It 
doesn’t  matter  whether  or  not  Castro  is  a  homophobe  or  Khomeini  an  anti-Semite.  A  regime 
that  exists  in  order  to  propagate  a  political  or  religious  belief  suppresses  all  deviation.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  state  that  accepts  diversity  is  strengthened  as  diversity  becomes  accepted.  It 
follows  that  just  as  democracy  is  good  for  Jews  and  gays,  Jews  and  gays  are  good  for 
democracy. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  it 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices 


excons  and  exlovers 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  writing  to  ask  excons  who  are  gay  does  that 
love  leave  when  the  both  of  you  are  apart? 

I’ve  had  2  serious  love  affairs  in  my  life.  I’m  24 
and  have  fallen  in  love  yet  one  more  time  to  a  guy 
in  here  who  treats  me  with  all  respect  and  helps 
me  out  when  I’m  down.  He’s  John  Fields  “Rab¬ 
bit”.  I  feel  as  though  when  he  leaves  here  or  if  I 
leave  here  that  he’ll  forget  about  me. 

I’ve  been  gay  for  10  years  and  out  of  all  my  af¬ 
fairs  feel  the  most  for  this  man,  but  he’s  not  gay 
nor  do  I  deprive  him  of  what  he  is. 

Please,  if  any  of  my  gay  brothers  can  write  to 
me.  I’d  appreciate  it  for  the  information  on  your 
experience  of  this  type. 

I’m  hoping  you  print  this  so  he  knows  how 
much  he  mean’s  to  me. 

Norman  Stout 
PO  Box  41  -  29641 
Michigan  City,  IN  46360 


Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
the  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to; 

GCN/  AAC 

167  Tremont  Street  05 

Boston,  MA  02111 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. _ 


prostitutes  panel 
(con’t.) 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  printing  Margo  St.  James’ 
defense  of  admitted  homophobe  Fred  Cherry 
right  below  a  statement  from  Wages  Due  Les¬ 
bians  protesting  his  invitation  to  speak  at 
Margo’s  Hookers  Forum.  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
let  us  all  know  just  how  bad  the  homophobia  was 
at  the  event. 

Margo  claims  in  her  letter  that  I  was  mis¬ 
informed  that  Cherry  (if  that  is  his  real  name)  was 
on  a  panel.  1  got  that  information  from  a  leaflet 
put  out  by  Ms.  St.  James  herself!  Nor  is  Cherry  a 
“reformed  bigot”  as  she  claims:  as  recently  as 
May  1984,  he  made  crude  anti-gay  insults  to  ac¬ 
tivists  sitting  behind  a  gay  rights  leaflet  table.  And 
his  “Vote  for  Cuomo,  not  the  homo”  sheets  were 
reported  in  the  gay  press  during  the  last  N.  Y.  gov¬ 
ernor’s  race.  Yet  Margo  blames  us  for  protesting 
her  linking  arms  with  this  man  all  because  he  can 
finance  her  recent  court  case.  So  her  support  for 
gays  and  lesbians  doesn’t  really  run  deep. 

Ms.  St.  James  also  states  that  I  learned  to  be 
impolite  from  my  work  with  the  Wages  For 
Housework  Campaign.  It  is  true  that  Wages 
taught  me  a  lot,  but  I  already  knew  how  to  be  nas¬ 
ty  to  those  who  harm  gay  people.  I  tried  to  keep 
the  Cherry  thing  an  in-house  matter,  but  all  ef¬ 
forts  to  disinvite  him  failed.  If  Ms.  St.  James 
would  begin  to  realize  that  homophobia  is  a 
serious  matter  and  also  drop  her  public  trashing 
of  the  U.S.  Prostitutes  Collective,  we  might  all 
begin  to  work  together  for  a  positive  result.  We 
are  all  exhausted  from  trying  to  undue  her 
blunders. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  D’Avanzo 
New  York,  NY 

P.S.  Margo’s  TV  statements  in  the  name  of  pros¬ 
titutes  leave  one  amazed:  Porn  should  be  illegal, 
but  prostitutes  shouldn’t  be  if  you  are  over  21; 
and  the  UN  should  prevent  poor  women  from 
coming  to  wealthier  countries.  I  don’t  know  of 
any  pros  who  agree  with  her. 


it  excites  them 

Dear  Prisoner  Project, 

Here  at  Angola,  prison  life  is  pure  repression. 
It  is  dehumanizing  and  depersonalizing  and  ought 
to  be  outlawed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  slave/master  relationship  isn’t  similar  to 
the  way  it’s  performed  by  individuals  on  the  out¬ 
side  who  have  a  sexual  taste  for  such.  Here,  if  you 
are  raped  when  new  and  don’t  resist  enough,  you 
become  his  slave  (wife,  punk)  and  everything  you 
own  belongs  to  him,  from  the  clothes  you  wear  to 
who  you  hang  around  with,  if  he  chooses  to  make 
an  issue  of  it.  If  you  disobey  him  you  may  be 
physically  brutalized.  The  prison  gods  (guards) 
support  and  encourage  these  relationships 
because  it  helps  them  to  maintain  their  authority 
and  savage  control.  It  also  excites  them. 


Life  is  dog  eat  dog.  One’s  survival  depends  on 
the  ability  to  be  watchful,  and  aggressive  when 
necessary.  When  you  behave  weakly,  you  are 
beat. 

It  is  commonly  believed  by  all  MEN  that  a  slave 
is  supposed  to  act  a  certain  way.  For  instance,  a 
slave  must  be  submissive  to  all  MEN;  must  act  un¬ 
manly  (womanish),  dress  un-manly,  stay  out  of 
controversies  between  two  MEN.  All  slaves  are 
called  ‘bitches’  or  ‘whores’. 

Some  people  say  there  are  advantages  to  being 
in  prison:  a  place  to  sleep,  meals,  no  dependents, 
etc.  But  when  viewed  in  contrast  to  one’s  suspen¬ 
sion  of  liberty  these  are  token  and  meaningless. 
An  abolitionist, 

Albert  Chui  Clark 
79909 

Camp  J  Gator  l-L-10 
Angola,  LA  70712. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  positions  of  News  Editor  and  Advertising  Manager 
to  begin  in  late  fall/early  winter. 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  the  news  department;  write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or 
volunteer  writers  articles  of  local  and  national/international  interest;  edit  news  copy; 
and  lay  out  news  pages  each  week.  Develop  and  expand  GCN' s  coverage  of  events  and 
issues  of  concern  to  gays  of  color.  Requirements:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills; 
familiarity  with  gay/lesbian  issues;  and  knowledge  of  racial  and  ethnic  communities 
and  concerns. 

Advertising  Manager:  Solicit  and  obtain  revenue-producing  ads  and  develop 
strategies  for  increased  advertising.  Send  out  monthly  billings  and  conduct  follow-up 
on  delinquent  accounts.  Requirements :  Strong  organizational,  interpersonal,  and 
recordkeeping  skills.  Previous  sales  or  related  experience  helpful. 

Both  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay  liberation,  feminism,  social  change, 
anti-racist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process. 

Annual  salary  for  both  positions  is  $7,800.  Benefits  include  fully  paid  health  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks’  vacation,  unlimited  sick  leave,  and  life  insurance.  To  apply, 
please  send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street^,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply. 
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]Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E.  Orleans.  Mass  02643 

Boston.  Mass.  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

Call 

Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

Dr.  J  onatlian  I).  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Your  Relationship  is  in  Trouble. 

When  you  wonder  if  your  lover  is  cheating.  . . 
When  sex  is  unfulfilling. . . 

When  you  no  longer  have  fun  together. . . 
When  the  fights  are  escalating. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


STANHOPE 

lframersj 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  ten  years. 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 

41 1  Marlborough  Street  269  Somerville  Avenue 

At  Massachusetts  Avenue  In  Union  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15  Somerville,  Massachusetts  02143 
262-0787  666-2000 
MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


Partisan  Politics 

California  Governor 
Signs  Queerbashing  Bill 


Bv  Sue  Hyde 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  Gov¬ 
ernor  George  Deukmejian,  whose 
veto  earlier  this  year  of  a  gay 
employment  bill  evoked  an  angry 
response  from  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians,  signed  into  law  a  bill  pro¬ 
viding  that  victims  of  queerbash¬ 
ing  may  sue  their  attackers. 
Deukmejian’s  September  26  sign¬ 
ing  of  AB  848  put  to  rest  a  one- 
month  period  of  speculation  by 
the  sponsor  of  the  bill  and  gay  and 
lesbian  activists. 

Deukmejian  said  he  signed  the 
bill  because  “I  don’t  believe  any¬ 
one  should  be  singled  out  for 
violent  attack  for  any  reason.”  He 
also  said  he  will  offer  legislation 
that  would  further  amend  the 
Ralph  Civil  Rights  Act  to  grant  all 
persons  the  right  to  recover  actual 
and  punitive  damages  from  at¬ 
tackers. 

Democratic  Assemblyman  Tom 
Bates  (Oakland)  introduced  AB 
848,  which  adds  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  age  and  disability  to  the  pro¬ 
tected  categories  of  the  Ralph  Civil 
Rights  Act.  Under  the  bill,  elderly 
people,  disabled  people  and  gay 
men  and  lesbians  may  sue  at- 


Sex  Clubs 

Continued  from  page  1 
the  patrons  at  these  establishments 
was  the  critical  factor  in  closing,  as 
opposed  to  management  com¬ 
pliance  in  providing  “safe  sex” 
materials. 

Titus  said  he  had  not  seen  the 
specific  criteria  used  in  closing  the 
establishments  but  said,  “It  un¬ 
doubtedly  had  to  do  with  sharing 
bodily  fluids.”  The  inspections 
will  continue,  said  Titus.  “There 
will  continue  to  be  regular  in¬ 
vestigations.  If  places  are  fostering 
unsafe  sex  practices,  or  allowing 
them  to  continue,  they  will  be 
closed.” 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  six  of  the 
14  establishments  ordered  closed 
had  refused  to  close  their  doors. 
By  law,  Silverman  is  obligated  to 
go  to  court  to  pursue  the  matter 
and  Bill  Strawn,  press  secretary  to 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein,  said  he 
believed  that  would  occur  October 


tackers  for  actual  damages  plus 
$10,000  for  punitive  damages.  The 
attorney  general  or  local  pro¬ 
secutors  may  seek  injunctions 
against  any  individual  or  group  en¬ 
gaged  in  campaigns  of  harassment 
against  the  protected  persons. 

Amy  Hewes,  an  aide  to  Assem¬ 
blyman  Bates,  said  those  people 
who  worked  on  the  bill  were 
pleased  that  Deukmejian  had  sign¬ 
ed  it  into  law.  She  called  it  a  step 
forward  in  recognizing  the  civil 
rights  of  gay  people.  Hewes  noted 
that  Deukmejian  had  supported 
the  Ralph  Civil  Rights  Act  when  it 
was  enacted  and  that  it  would  have 
been  “extraordinarily  hypocriti¬ 
cal”  of  him  to  veto  AB  848.  “It 
was  clear  that  a  veto  would  not 
have  escaped  notice,”  she  told 
GCN. 

According  to  Hewes,  gay  men 
and  lesbians  gave  “significant  and 
solid  support”  to  AB  848.  Not  so, 
said  Frank  Ricchiazzi,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Los  Angeles’  Log  Cabin 
Republican  Club. 

Ricchiazzi  told  GCN  that  just 
one  week  before  Deukmejian  sign¬ 
ed  the  bill,  letters  and  calls  to  the 


11. 

Sal  Accardi,  president  of  the 
Northern  California  Bath  Owners 
Association,  told  GCN  in  an 
earlier  interview  that  the  owners 
would  go  to  court  if  any  of  the 
establishments  were  closed.  “We 
would  like  to  confront  [Silverman] 
legally,”  he  said.  Accardi  and 
others  have  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  director’s  action  will  not 
hold  up  in  court. 

According  to  Holly  Smith,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  AIDS  Foundation,  some 
groups  have  expressed  support  for 
Silverman’s  actions,  but  the  Bay 
Area  Physicians  for  Human 
Rights,  the  Stonewall  and  Toklas 
Democratic  Clubs,  the  Concerned 
Republicans  for  Individual  Rights 
and  the  Golden  Gate  Business 
Association  oppose  the  move.  Un¬ 
confirmed  reports  are  that  the 


governor  were  running  1000  to  1 
against  enactment  of  the  bill.  Ric¬ 
chiazzi  said  that  he  and  other 
members  of  the  gay  Republican 
club  mobilized  gay  Republicans 
around  the  state  to  lobby  for  the 
bill. 

Ricchiazzi  believes  that  support 
for  AB  848  sagged  because  gay 
Democrats  around  the  state  were 
convinced  that  Deukmejian  would 
not  sign  the  bill.  “1  think  they  gave 
up  on  it  because  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  a  Republican  governor 
would  not  sign  a  bill  involving  gay 
rights  issues.” 

“But,”  he  continued,  “it’s  with 
a  Republican  governor  that  we 
now  have  enacted  the  first  state¬ 
wide  legislation  to  refer  to  sexual 
orientation.” 

Amy  Hewes  said  her  office  has 
gotten  no  phone  calls  from  people 
wanting  to  put  AB  848  to  use,  but 
that  she  hopes  the  law  will  be  util¬ 
ized.  “I  hope  people  will  stand  up 
and  seek  redress  under  this  law,” 
she  said.  “When  they  start  using  it, 
it  will  reinforce  the  notion  to  these 
kids  that  they  can’t  keep  [attack¬ 
ing  gay  people.]” 

HTLV-III 

Continued  from  page  1 

said,  it  is  impossible  to  comment 
on  the  study  and  draw  conclusions 
about  it.  “This  way,  the  message 
gets  out  without  seeing  how  the 
message  was  obtained,”  Schooley 
commented. 

“I  wonder  why  it’s  getting  so 
much  hype?”  asks  Beldakas,  who 
also  wonders  about  a  smokescreen 
effect.  “It  should  only  solidify  the 
gay  community’s  vigilance.  Don’t 
worry  about  whether  you  can  get  it 
from  saliva,  but  demand  funding 
for  intervention  and  treatment.” 

Reaction  to  the  story,  thus  far, 
has  not  bee  as  overwhelming  as 
some  had  feared.  Larry  Kessler  of 
AAC,  said,  “Anytime  things  get 
on  television,  we  always  get  an  in¬ 
crease  [in  the  number  of  calls  to 
the  AAC  hotline].  We  got  a  few 
calls  on  Monday,  a  lot  of  calls  to¬ 
day.  Most  of  them  dealt  with 
saliva  issues  [such  as]  sharing 
glasses  or  sharing  a  joint.  [Some 
were]  very  anxious.” 

—  fifed  from  Boston 


Correction 

In  our  review  last  week  of  “To 
Life,”  a  video  program  on  AIDS, 
we  made  the  mistake  of  confusing 
two  of  the  men  profiled  in  the  pro¬ 
gram.  In  the  video  Howard  Dill 
speaks  of  the  financial  problems 
faced  by  people  with  AIDS;  Jim 
Carleton  is  shown  preparing  a  din¬ 
ner  party.  Our  apologies  to  Jim, 
Howard  and  all  our  readers. 


Harvey  Milk  Democratic  Club  is  in 
support  of  Silverman. 

Smith  said  that  because  the 
AIDS  Foundation  is  an  educa¬ 
tional  organization,  it  will  take  no 
official  stand  on  the  matter. 
However,  she  said,  the  foundation 
is  concerned  that  people  will  think 
that  the  closing  of  these 
establishments  will  eliminate  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  “It’s  not  where 
you  do  it,  but  the  type  of  activity. 
High  risk  activity  can  occur 
anywhere.  . .  .AIDS  is  not  caused 
by  places  or  establishments  [but  is] 
transmitted  by  specific  behavior.” 

A  statement  released  by  Fein¬ 
stein  called  Silverman’s  order  “an 
appropriate  step  to  protect  the 
public  health”  and  said  it  had  her 
“full  support.”  She  also  said  it 
would  not  “dim  our  vigilance  to 
protect  [lesbian  and  gay]  rights.” 

—filed from  Boston 


Boston  Alliance 
Splits  on  State  Races 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  With  only  12 
members  in  attendance,  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  voted  on  Oc¬ 
tober  2  to  endorse  neither  State 
Sen.  Michael  LoPresti  (D-East 
Boston)  nor  Rep.  Sal  DiMasi 
(D-North  End)  in  their  uncon¬ 
tested  campaigns  for  re-elec¬ 
tion.  LoPresti  beat  the 
Alliance-endorsed  candidate, 
Mark  Govoni,  in  the  Sep¬ 
tember  18  primary;  DiMasi 
prevailed  over  opponent  Sal 
Tecce  in  a  primary  race  that  left 
the  Alliance  too  divided  to  issue 
an  endorsement. 

Alliance  member  and 
mayoral  liaison  Ann  Maguire, 
who  made  a  motion  to  endorse 
DiMasi  for  the  general  election, 
called  the  representative  “one 
of  the  main  moves  of  the  gay 
rights  bill  in  the  House.”  “He 
made  it  through  the  primary,” 
she  said,  “and  1  think  [an 
Alliance  endorsement]  would 
be  a  nice  way  to  acknowledge 
the  work  he  has  done.” 
Maguire  also  said  DiMasi 
recently  voted  against  the  death 
penalty,  a  change  in  his 
previous  position. 

But  newly-elected  Alliance 
co-chiar  Kevin  McFadden  and 
newly-elected  steering  commit¬ 
tee  member  Don  Babets  both 


opposed  DiMasi  because  of  his 
stand  against  abortion.  “This 
organization  has  taken  a  strong 
position  on  reproductive 
rights,”  said  Babets.  In  a 
reference  to  DiMasi’s  recent 
conciliatory  agreement  to 
“take  a  walk”  during  an  abor¬ 
tion  vote,  Babets  added:  “I  see 
a  real  conflict  with  endorsing 
someone  who  doesn’t  vote.” 

Four  members  voted  in  favor 
of  endorsing  DiMasi,  with  five 
against  and  two  abstentions. 
The  members  present  also 
voted  to  endorse  Rep.  Royal 
Bolling,  Jr.,  a  generally  sup¬ 
portive  incumbent  who 
reportedly  asked  the  group  not 
to  endorse  him  publicly  during 
the  primary  campaign.  Alliance 
chairperson  Eric  Rofes  said, 
however,  that  the  statement 
had  resulted  from  a  misunder¬ 
standing,  and  that  Bolling  had 
indicated  he  would  accept  the 
endorsement. 

In  addition  to  McFadden 
and  Babets,  three  others  were 
elected  to  Alliance  offices  at  a 
previous  meeting,  held  on 
September  24:  Linda  Gwizdak, 
Mike  Ferguson,  and  Rosemary 
Dalton,  all  of  whom  filled 
vacancies  on  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee. 


John  Sayles  Goes  To 
Harlem 
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By  Charles  Henry  Fuller 
The  Brother  From  Another 
Planet,  A  Film  by  John  Sayles 
(A -Train  Films/Cinecom,  1984); 
starring  Joe  Morton;  written  & 
directed  by  John  Sayles. 

When  my  editor  asked  if  1  would 
like  to  review  the  new  John  Sayles 
film,  1  thought,  “Fabulous.”  I 
had  such  positive  memories  of  his 
earlier  works,  The  Return  of  the 
Secaucus  7  and  last  year’s  bitter¬ 
sweet  ode  to  lesbianism,  Lianna, 
that  I  just  knew  I  was  in  for  some¬ 
thing  out  of  the  ordinary.  I  had  no 
idea  it  would  be  out  of  this  world. 

The  Brother  from  Another 
Planet  is  the  latest  in  John  Sayles’ 
collection  of  independently  pro¬ 
duced,  low-budget  films.  With  a 
scanty  operating  budget  of  S200K 
in  hand  and  his  production  crew  in 
tow,  Sayles  descended  on  Harlem 
with  a  four-week  shooting 
schedule  and  a  script  about  a  Black 
extra-terrestrial  who,  while  being 
pursued  by  bounty  hunters  from 
outer  space,  crashes  in  Harlem. 
Far  from  being  an  extention  of  the 
pernicious  Black  exploitation 
films  of  the  ’70s,  Brother  is  an 
enjoyable  comedy  which  takes  a 
loving  look  at  being  different  in 
our  society. 

Like  all  of  his  films,  the  success 
of  Brother  hinges  on  the  au¬ 
dience’s  ability  to  identify  with 
screenwriter  Sayles’  characters.  As 
The  Brother,  Joe  Morton  heads  a 
capable  ensemble  of  actors,  who 
have  learned  their  trade  in 
supporting  rather  than  feature 
roles.  Morton  is  familiar  to  day¬ 
time  soap  opera  fans  for  his  por¬ 
trayal  of  the  Jeckyl  and  Hyde 
twins  on  Another  World.  As  The 
Brother,  Morton  is  a  mute,  vulner¬ 
able  innocent,  running  for  his  life 

uuough  the  streets  of  Harlem .  He 

listens  with  his  eyes,  which  are  at 
once  dreamy  and  alert.  Along  the 
way  he  meets,  befriends  and  finds 
love  in  New  York  City.  His  moral 
sense  is  high  and  when  he  sees  a 
child  die  of  a  drug  overdose,  he 
decides  to  track,  not  the  streetwise 
pusher  or  his  suburban  connec¬ 
tion,  but  rather  the  Wall  Street 
businessman  at  the  top  of  the 
money  chain.  Morton’s  controlled 
use  of  physical  communication 
and  his  interesting  good  looks 
make  his  Brother  a  trusted  ob¬ 
server  of  our  culture.  We  watch  as 


Joe  Morton,  extraterrestrial  “Brother,”  on  the  Hudson  in  NYC. 


each  “peculiar  institution”  of  our 
modern-day  world  falls  under  his 
microscope  for  examination.  Will 
he  understand  us?  Will  he  like  us? 

In  minor  roles,  the  cast  is 
uniformly  fine.  The  denizens  of 
Sayles’  Harlem  are  not  insulting 
caricatures  of  Black  people; 
rather,  they  are  real  people  with  all 
of  humanity ’s  intellect,  humor  and 
foibles.  From  the  wonderful 
assortment  of  characters  in 
Ordell’s  bar  to  the  oddly  likeable 
bounty  hunters,  Sayles  has  put  his 
emphasis  on  both  the  familiar  and 
the  strange.  Once  common  ground 
has  been  found,  his  characters  get 
along  just  fine.  Shortly  into  the 
film  we,  like  them,  care  for  and 
want  to  protect  The  Brother,  even 
if  we  are  still  a  little  squeamish  at 
the  sight  of  his  three  prodigious 
toes  and  their  rather  menacing- 
looking  toenails.  He’s  a  strange 
guy,  but  we  like  him. 

Harlem,  long  the  metaphor  for 
Black  urban  violence,  is  a  revela¬ 
tion  when  seen  through  Sayles’ 
eyes.  The  prostitutes,  dope  dealers 
and  muggers  are  all  on  display,  but 
for  once,  a  film  director  of  Sayles’ 
ability  has  taken  the  time  to  see 
that  the  people  in  Harlem  are  just 
as  much  appalled  bv  the  sor¬ 
didness  of  the  streets  as  are  their 
counterparts  in  northern  New 
Jersey.  The  people  whom  The 


Brother  meets  are  not  low  lifes; 
they,  too,  are  not  quite  sure  what 
to  make  of  the  mess  in  the  streets. 
These  characters  are  either  the 
working  poor  or  those  among 
them  who  are  trying  to  find  work. 
Sayles  gives  us  no  false  hope  of  a 
burgeoning  middle  class  itching  to 
escape  to  the  suburbs.  His 
characters  have  simpler  dreams  — 
a  new  year  just  a  little  bit  sweeter 
than  the  one  before  would  sit  quite 
nicely  with  most  of  them.  In  the 
struggle  of  his  characters,  I  recog¬ 
nize  much  of  my  family’s  scalding 
humor  and  gritty  determination  in 
the  face  of  distressing  social  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  which  so  many 
Blacks  find  themselves.  The 
authenticity  of  the  Black  ghetto  is 
wonderfully  captured  in  The 

Brother  from  Another  Planet, 
without  bitter  or  sanctimonious 
preaching  about  the  inequities  of 
life.  Sayles  trusts  his  audience  to 
draw  their  own  conclusions. 

The  pace  of  this  film  is  easy,  the 
humor  free  and  unpressured.  The 
special  effects  can  hold  their  own 
against  the  tackiest  efforts  of  the 
weekly  serials  of  the  ’40s.  Though 
I  was  sorry  to  see  no  discernable 
gay  content,  Sayles’  affection  and 
understanding  of  the  importance 
of  accepting  differences  in  one 
another  makes  The  Brother  from 
Another  Planet  well  worth  seeing. 


El  Salvador's  Guerrillas  Speak 

Film  from  the  Front 


By  A  rmando  (Jaitan 

Tiempo  de  Audacia  (Time  of 
Daring )  gives  the  viewer  a  chance 
to  see  the  El  Salvadoran  conflict 
from  the  revolutionary’s  perspec¬ 
tive.  It  is  in  Spanish  with  English 
subtitles.  The  piece  is  made  from 
an  assorted  collection  of  many 
bold  filmmakers’  footage  of  U.S. 
military  “advisors,”  U.S. -trained 
government  troops,  and  life  in  the 
guerrillas’  liberated  zones.  The 
footage  was  smuggled  out  of  El 
Salvador  in  pieces,  then  put 
together  in  this  country.  Ah,  good 
old  American  technology.  It  even 
won  an  award,  first  place,  in  the 
documentary  category  in 
Havana’s  film  festival  last  year. 
The  making  and  production  of  this 
film  could  have  been  a  film  itself. 
Bostonians  will  be  able  to  see  it  at 
its  premiere  showings  October 
19-21  at  the  Cambridge  YWCA  as 
part  of  the  Angry  Arts  Film  Series. 

When  you  see  this  short  piece 
(it’s  only  40  minutes),  bear  in  mind 
the  conditions  in  which  the  shots 
were  taken.  It  is  not  technically 
sophisticated.  It  is  nevertheless  ef¬ 
fective  in  portraying  the  guerrillas’ 
side  of  the  story.  Their  side  is 
“Frente  Farabundo  Marti  para  la 
Liberacion  Nacional”  (FMNL),  a 
coalition  liberation  front.  Agustin 


Farabuno  Marti  led  his  com¬ 
patriots  against  a  general  who  had 
ousted  President  Arturo  Araujo 
—  a  popular  leader  elected  in  what 
is  considered  by  many  historians 
El  Salvador’s  only  free  election 
back  in  1932.  Radio  Venceremos 
(Radio  We  Will  Win),  the  film’s 
producer,  is  the  media  arm  of  the 
FMLN. 

Time  of  Daring  is  effective 
because  it  contrasts  well  the 
revolutionaries  with  the  other  side. 
They  are  poor  peasants  and  indios. 
They  are  men  and  women  fighting 
side  by  side,  dying  side  by  side. 
The  other  side  holds  beauty 
pageants  for  Miss  (very  white)  El 
Salvador  1983.  The  other  side’s 
young  army  recruits,  w'ell-shaven 
and  cleancut,  are  pictured  chant¬ 
ing  doubletime  in  unison,  “Te 
mato,  te  mato,  tu  cara  yo  la  come” 
(I’ll  kill  you.  I’ll  kill  you  and  your 
face  I’ll  eat).  The  other  side  is 
dressed  sharply  in  brand  new 
uniforms  and  is  well-armed  with 
the  best  conventional  weaponry 
our  government  has  to  offer.  We 
see  brand  new  helicopters,  jets, 
and  Spanish-speaking  but  heavily 
accented  American  soldiers  advis¬ 
ing  young  recruits  on  the  proper 
way  to  throw  a  hand  grenade.  That 


is  the  other  side. 

The  film  is  intended  for 
salvadorehos,  yet  they  do  not  need 
to  be  reminded  of  the  carnage  they 
see  each  day.  Even  up  here  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  we  Latinos  hear  the  night¬ 
mares  these  salvadorehos  and 
other  centroamericanos  lived 
through  as  they  fled  the  wars  and 
sought  refuge  in  our  American 
barrios.  There  are  more  than 
10,000  refugees  from  that  war- 
torn  country  in  Boston.  For¬ 
tunately  the  film  spares  us  the 
blood  and  gore,  though  we  do  see 
a  young  wounded  man  helped  by  a 
doctor  —  a  woman.  We  also  see 
the  army  shooting  at  huge  crowds 
of  demonstrators;  here  the  camera 
is  hundreds  of  feet  away  and  much 
detail  is  lost.  Perhaps  Americans 
need  to  see  that  pain  and  suffering 
so  we  can  realize  what  our  govern¬ 
ment  is  funding  in  our  name. 

In  this  film  one  can  see  how  the 
revolutionary  side  lives  and  trains 
for  war  in  their  liberated  areas. 
The  Rafael  Arze  Brigade  proudly 
marches  for  the  film.  Many 
viewers  will  be  surprised  by  the 
tender  age  of  these  men  and 
women.  One  wili  see  them  as  they 
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Mamonova’s  persistence  in  raising  a  feminist 
challenge  to  Soviet  society  led  to  the  publication  of 
Women  and  Russia.  Drawing  on  the  dissident  mode  of 
communication,  Mamonova,  joined  by  other  women, 
put  together  a  “samizdat,”  a  typed  and  mimeographed 
packet  circulated  in  underground  fashion,  of  feminist 
writings  by  Soviet  women.  Again,  not  unlike  the  West, 
it  is  in  this  context  of  a  feminist  mobilization  that 
gay/lesbian  issues  emerge.  The  publication  of  this  work 
in  the  USSR  in  1979  and  in  England  in  1980  marked  the 
political  entry  of  Soviet  feminism  into  the  international 
movements  of  women.  It  also  resulted  in  Mamonova’s 
exile. 

We  had  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  Tatyana 
Mamonova  in  June.  In  the  following  interview  she  dis¬ 
cusses  her  politics,  history  and  goals  for  Soviet  society. 

Sovi 

GCN:  What  are  you  doing  now? 

Tatyana  Mamonova:  For  the  last  four  years,  since  be¬ 
ing  exiled  from  the  Soviet  Union,  I  have  been  living  in 
Paris,  with  my  husband  (Gennady)  and  son  (Philippe), 
where  we  keep  a  Soviet  feminist  archive.  The  Soviet 
feminist  movement  very  much  needs  support  from  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  West,  and  I  hope  that  by  getting  to  know  the 
ideas  of  the  movement,  people  will  come  forth  with  sup¬ 
port.  1  would  be  very  grateful  to  anyone  who  has  any 
ideas  about  creating  a  Soviet  feminist  press  to  contact 
me. 

I  am  here  in  this  country  now  to  publicize  my  book. 
Women  and  Russia  [published  by  Beacon  Press,  1984], 
I’ve  been  to  the  Berkshire  [Women’s  History]  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  National  Women’s  Studies  Conference. 
When  I  come  back  in  the  Fall,  in  addition  to  speaking 
again  and  making  connections  with  women  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  I  will  be  doing  research  for  the  year  for  a  com¬ 
parative  study  of  feminism  in  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union.  I  have  received  affiliation  status  with  the 
Bunting  Institute  at  Radcliffe,  which  means  I  have  an 
office,  but  no  income. 

Feminism  and  Russian  History 

GCN:  How  would  you  describe  your  politics? 

TM:  First  I’d  like  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  history 
of  feminism  in  the  Soviet  Union.  There  was  a  strong 
feminist  movement  in  the  pre-revolutionary  period, 
dating  back  to  the  1860’s.  In  1908  in  St.  Petersburg 
(which  is  now  Leningrad),  there  was  the  first  All 
Women’s  Congress.  It’s  important  to  understand  that 
there  is  a  history  of  feminism  before  the  revolution;  but, 
it’s  also  important  to  understand  the  significance  of  the 
revolution.  Many  emigres  completely  deny  the 
significance  of  the  revolution,  are  very  anti-revolution. 
They  say  that  a  lot  of  blood  was  spilled  during  the  time 
of  the  revolution.  But,  to  use  another  analogy,  blood  is 
spilled  when  you  have  a  baby,  but  out  of  it  comes 
something  positive  —  a  child.  I  certainly  don’t  think 
that  it’s  wonderful  to  spill  blood,  but  I  also  feel  very 
strongly  that  the  revolution  was  an  attempt  to  realize 
socialism  for  the  first  time  in  the  world.  Even  though  in 
the  thirties,  under  Stalin,  there  was  a  kind  of  counter¬ 
revolution,  in  the  twenties  there  were  very  serious  at¬ 
tempts  at  social  change  that  need  to  be  paid  attention  to. 
So  I  very  much  think  the  revolution  was  in  essence  a 
good  thing,  even  though  at  this  point  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  say  that  in  the  Soviet  Union  socialism  has  been 
realized. 

You  can’t  look  at  the  history  of  the  Soviet  Union  as 
one  monolithic  whole,  because  within  that  history  there 
have  been  periods  of  greater  or  lesser  liberalization. 
Aside  from  the  twenties,  there  was  a  period  of 
liberalization  in  the  sixties.  That  was  a  very  significant 
period  in  terms  of  my  own  development  because  it  was  a 
time  when  some  Western  ideas  did  begin  to  penetrate  in¬ 
to  the  Soviet  Union  and  there  was  more  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  discuss  freely  some  of  our  concerns  over  the 
direction  of  the  country.  In  particular  this  happened 
through  a  lot  of  cultural  literature.  For  example,  there  is 
a  journal  called  Foreign  Literature  which  translated  a 
lot  of  things  from  the  West,  and  was  able  to  do  so  more 
freely  than  some  of  the  more  overtly  political  journals. 
It  was  through  that  and  through  the  non-conformist 
[dissident]  movement  that  I  really  began  to  find  some 
impetus  or  integration  that  pushed  me  in  the  direction 
of  the  further  development  of  feminist  ideas,  and 
toward  learning  more  about  the  development  of  the 
women’s  movement  in  the  West. 

GCN:  Did  the  nineteenth  century  history  that  you 
referred  to  (about  women’s  activities  and  feminism)  sur¬ 
vive  to  the  present  to  become  part  of  your  understand¬ 
ing  of  your  own  history? 

TM:  In  general,  Soviet  women  do  not  know  much 
about  their  own  history  and  certainly  not  much  about 
the  history  of  feminism.  For  example,  we  know  about 
Alexandra  Kollontai  not  as  a  feminist  but  as  a  party  ac- 


an  interview  with 

Tatyana  Mamonova 


By  Nancy  Wechsler,  Marla  Erlien 
and  Margaret  Cerullo 

Tatyana  Mamonova  is  an  artist,  writer  and  feminist 
in  exile  from  the  Soviet  Union,  now  residing  in 
Cambridge,  MA.  Unlike  Soviet  emigres 
popularized  by  the  Western  press  (Solzhenitsyn  being 
the  best  known  among  them)  Mamonova  did  not  choose 
to  leave,  but  was  forced  into  exile  because  she  insisted 
on  printing  and  circulating  the  oppositional  writings  of 
women  who  seek  to  transform  the  status  and  place  of 
women  in  Soviet  society.  As  a  socialist  and  a  feminist, 
she  stands  apart  from  the  celebrated  emigres  who  ad¬ 
vocate  a  return  to  pre-revolutionary  Russia  and  those 
who  become  spokespeople  for  the  anti-communist 
ideology  of  the  West. 

Mamonova  is  part  of  an  unofficial  feminist  move¬ 
ment.  It  is  unofficial  because  “women’s  emancipation” 
is  official  policy  in  the  Soviet  Union.  While  progressive 
laws  proclaim  equality  for  women  in  economic,  political 
and  family  life,  equality  exists  only  formally.  Women 
remain  burdened  by  the  traditional  patriarchal  norms 
which  shape  family  life  and  female  sexuality.  When 
feminists  expose  these  unofficial  realities,  it  is  precisely 
these  laws  which  are  used  against  them.  They  are  proof 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  protest. 

Not  since  the  late  1920s  has  sexual  equality  been  cen¬ 
tral  to  Soviet  priorities.  And  even  then  women’s  ac¬ 
tivism  was  subsumed  by  the  male-dominated  Commu¬ 


nist  Party.  When  male  resistance  to  the  women’s  section 
of  the  Communist  Party  became  disruptive  of  other 
Soviet  priorities  (the  women  were  challenging  traditions 
that  blocked  women’s  entry  into  public  life),  the  Party 
ultimately  dissolved  the  women’s  section  in  1930.  Be¬ 
tween  1930  and  1960  the  “Woman  Question”  was 
silenced. 

Mamonova’s  entry  into  feminism  was  grounded  in 
the  dissident  movement  that  grew  up  in  the  period  of 
liberalization  during  the  late  1950s  and  ’60s.  Reforms 
which  had  characterized  the  early  revolutionary  period, 
but  had  been  discarded  in  the  Stalinist  era,  were  then 
reenacted.  Women,  once  again,  gained  access  to  abor¬ 
tion,  divorce  and  expanded  educational  and  economic 
opportunities.  Homosexuality  remained  illegal. 

During  the  1960s  people  questioned  a  centralized 
power  structure  that  precluded  their  participation  in  the 
decision-making  process.  Most  dramatically,  the  Soviet 
occupation  of  Czechoslovakia  in  1968  and  news  of  the 
worker  and  student  uprisings  in  the  West  fueled  a  Soviet 
dissident  movement  committed  to  democratic  practices. 

It  was  in  this  context  that  Mamonova  turned  her  at¬ 
tention  to  women’s  issues.  And  it  was  this  focus  that  put 
her  in  tension  with  the  ‘non-conformist’  movement.  Not 
unlike  feminists’  experience  in  the  West,  the  alternative 
vision  of  the  dissidents  did  not  include  a  transformation 
of  the  relationship  between  the  sexes.  Women’s  libera¬ 
tion  was  not  on  their  agenda. 


tivist,  which  is  probably  the  worst  thing  you  could 
possibly  say  about  somebody  if  you  want  them  to  be 
taken  seriously,  especially  by  people  who  are  non¬ 
conformists.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  I  want  to  start  a 
Russian  feminist  press  in  the  West;  1  feel  it’s  indispen¬ 
sable  that  Soviet  women  begin  to  know  not  only  more 
about  the  kinds  of  debates  that  are  going  on  in  the  West 
and  more  about  the  debates  going  on  within  the  Soviet 
Union  outside  the  official  circles,  and  more  about  the 
real  conditions  of  their  lives,  but  also  that  we  begin  to 
reclaim  our  own  history.  Particularly  under  the  period 
of  Stalin,  when  a  lot  of  the  best  intellectual  energy  of  the 
country  was  purged  or  destroyed,  it’s  almost  as  though 
a  gap  in  knowledge  occurred  as  a  result  of  that. 

Soviet  Feminism  Today 


state.  Not  only  would  it  appeal  to  Soviet  women,  but 
there  are  a  lot  of  men  who  would  be  affected  by  it  and 
changed  by  it,  so  the  potential  is  just  extremely  unnerv¬ 
ing,  and  that’s  why  ultimately,  I  think,  they  decided  to 
expel  us  three  feminists.  Although  it  should  be  noted 
that  since  our  expulsion,  other  feminists  have  been  put 
in  labor  camps,  so  they’ve  changed  their  tactics. 

GCN:  In  the  U.S.,  the  Civil  Rights  movement  and  the 
New  Left  were  the  context  for  the  emergence  of  the 
Women’s  Movement.  Earlier  you  mentioned  that  the 
sixties  was  for  you  the  moment  that  opened  up  funda¬ 
mental  questions  about  a  way  of  life.  As  a  writer  you 
began  raising  some  of  these  issues  as  early  as  1970,  for 
example  masturbation  and  homosexuality.  But  it  didn’t 
go  anywhere,  there  was  no  context  of  support  until  the 
late  seventies  when  the  first  feminist  samizdat  emerged. 


they  didn’t  specifically  at  that  point  say  anything  about 
homosexuality  or  the  fact  that  I  had  written  an  article 
about  it. 

GCN:  Did  you  have  a  self-conscious  sense  of  changing 
over  the  years  in  terms  of  what  you  expected  as  a 
woman?  In  the  biographical  note  in  the  book  it  says  that 
after  all  those  years  as  a  journalist  you  began  to  realize 
ways  in  which  you  weren’t  taken  seriously  as  a  writer  — 
even  by  some  of  the  dissident  men. 

TM:  I  started  out  from  a  position  in  the  sixties  when 
there  was  a  feeling  that  there  might  be  change  within  the 
system.  I  went  to  the  official  representatives  of  Soviet 
women  to  see  if  they  might  be  willing  to  discuss  these 
issues  or  provide  a  platform  for  them,  but  they  didn’t. 
After  being  rejected  by  Women  and  the  World  (1970),  1 


GCN:  What  are  some  of  the  major  issues  among 
Soviet  feminists  now?  What  kinds  of  differences  do  you 
perceive  between  your  movement  and  what’s  going  on 
in  the  West? 

TM:  There  are  lots  of  different  “major  issues.”  For 
example,  if  you’re  married,  how  do  you  live  in  a  society 
that  still  preserves  a  lot  of  patriarchal  traditions  within 
the  family.  If  you’re  not  married,  how  do  you  defend 
yourself  against  all  the  pressures  to  be  married  —  the 
economic  pressures  if  you’re  single,  and  the  societal 
pressures  to  have  a  child.  And  then,  if  you’re  a  lesbian, 
there’s  the  issue  of  possible  harassment  and  the  need  to 
be  very  closeted  and  the  possibility  that  you  might  be 
thrown  into  a  mental  hospital  if  they  find  out  you’re  a 
lesbian. 

Another  issue  is  the  whole  question  of  violence 
against  women  —  particularly  within  the  Soviet  family. 
There  is  an  extremely  high  rate  of  alcoholism  among 
men  and  also  to  some  extent  among  women.  There  is  a 
lot  of  violence  against  women  in  the  home  —  battering, 
and  a  lot  higher  incidence  of  rape  than  is  reported. 
There  is  a  fair  amount  of  marital  rape.  These  are  the 
issues  which  really  need  to  be  addressed  and  which  of 
course  haven’t  been  addressed  in  Soviet  society,  in  part 
because  of  the  taboos  and  the  patriarchal  notions  that 
exist  still,  despite  years  of  Soviet  rule,  that  a  woman  is  a 
-mQrl's  property  or  that  one  doesn’t  talk  about  what  hap¬ 
pens  in  the  family  and  that  a  husband  has  a  right  to  have 
sex  with  his  wife.  In  terms  of  alcoholism,  it  has  been 
seen  as  the  great  safety  valve  for  Soviet  men,  to  deal 
with  the  frustrations  of  living  in  Soviet  society.  Of 
course  it’s  no  way  to  deal  with  frustrations,  to  take  them 
out  on  women.  But  it  has  been  excused  in  that  way,  as  a 
safety  valve. 

I  have  a  nostalgia  for  the  sixties  when  there  seemed  to 
be  more  communication  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  the  Soviet  Union  and 
when  it  seemed  at  least  as  though  there  was  a  movement 
for  social  change  and  a  possibility  of  concrete  realiza¬ 
tion.  So  one  of  the  things  I  want  to  work  on  is  re¬ 
initiating  communication  on  some  kind  of  genuine  level. 

In  terms  of  present  comparative  problems  between 
the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  women’s  movement,  in  the 
Soviet  Union  there  are  progressive  laws,  but  to  translate 
them  into  reality  is  difficult.  So  in  the  Soviet  Union  the 
movement  needs  to  make  the  laws  real;  whereas  in  the 
West,  the  laws  are  very  conservative,  for  the  most  part, 
but  the  people  are  way  beyond  the  laws.  So  in  the  West 
it  seems,  what  needs  to  happen  is  to  make  the  laws  catch 
up  with  consciousness,  to  make  the  laws  more  in  accord 
with  the  way  people’s  lives  seem  to  be  going.  To  give  an 
example  of  the  differences  in  the  laws,  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  I  could  pass  my  name  on  to  my  son  without  any 
problem  and  my  husband  decided  to  take  my  name  and 
that  was  no  problem.  But  when  we  got  to  France,  they 
just  immediately  put  my  husband’s  name  down  on  all 
our  documents  without  even  asking,  and  it’s  still  not 
possible  for  me  to  switch  it  over.  I  even  appealed  to  the 
Ministry  for  Women  in  Paris  and  got  nowhere!  At  this 
point  I  have  to  go  to  court  to  try  to  change  our  names, 
even  though  my  husband  wants  to  have  my  name.  As  it 
stands  now,  not  only  do  I  have  my  husband’s  name,  but 
it  has  a  masculine  ending;  and  he  wants  to  take  my  name 
and  put  a  feminine  ending  on  it  —  a  kind  of  poetic 
justice. 

GCN:  What  do  you  think  is  so  unnerving  about 
feminism  to  the  Soviet  state  that  they  decided  to  exile 
you? 

TM:^The  Soviet  state  is  afraid  that  this  movement  — 
particularly  because  women  are  a  majority  of  the 
population  —  has  potential  that  none  of  the  other  dissi¬ 
dent  movements  have  had,  just  in  terms  of  the  numbers 
!  of  people  who  might  be  affected  by  it.  They  fear  the 
!  development  of  a  mass  opposition,  particularly  because 
the  issues  are  there.  It’s  not  even  as  though  the  issues  are 
I  hidden  that  much.  A  lot  of  issues  the  feminists  have 
raised  are  now  discussed  in  the  official  press;  there’s  a 
I  lot  of  dissatisfaction,  and  if  it  was  ever  really  galvanized 
I  and  focussed,  it  would  be  very  threatening  to  the  Soviet 


So  we  were  wondering  how  the  change  in  consciousness 
came  about  —  the  consciousness  of  the  need  for 
rebellion  as  women  —  where  do  you  see  that  as  coming 
from? 

TM:  During  the  sixties  which  was  a  period  of  rebellion 
against  the  official  ideology,  I  started  by  enrolling  in  a 
college  of  pharmacy  because  I  was  very  interested  in 
women  who  had  been  burned  as  witches  in  the  Middle 
Ages  and  the  folklore  and  folk  rememdies  they  had 
developed,  and  I  wanted  to  learn  more  about  medicinal 
herbs.  I  thought  of  it  all  as  a  kind  of  ecological  move¬ 
ment.  But  I  found  that  more  time  at  College  was  spent 
studying  the  history  of  the  Communist  Party  than  stu¬ 
dying  medicinal  herbs,  and  —  like  a  lot  of  other  people 
in  that  period  —  I  rebelled  by  leaving  school.  But,  I  was 
very  lucky  in  that  I  was  able  to  land  a  job  in  the  state- 
run  television  and  through  that  was  able  to  travel 
around  the  country  and  make  lots  of  connections  with 
people  and  also  learn  more  about  the  situation  of 
women  in  lots  of  different  parts  of  the  country.  It  was 
also  during  that  period  that  I  wrote  to  the  journal 
Women  and  the  World,  which  is  one  of  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  of  the  official  Soviet  publications  about 
women,  and  sent  them  an  article  about  masturbation 
and  homosexuality  —  which  was  turned  down.  But  the 
woman  who  responded  said,  “It’s  impossible  for  us  to 
publish  an  article  like  this  —  at  this  point;  it’s  too  ad¬ 
vanced,”  but  actually  she  was  not  totally  negative  about 
it  —  “We  know  that  at  some  point  we  may  need  to 
discuss  these  questions  but  this  is  not  a  time  when  we 
can  do  it.”  So  it’s  not  actually  accurate  that  this  article 
is  what  brought  me  to  the  attention  of  the  authorities.  In 
the  book  it  says  as  a  result  of  writing  an  article  about 
homosexuality  I  was  called  before  the  KGB.  I  was  ac¬ 
tually  called  in  before  the  KGB  for  the  first  time  after 
the  invasion  of  Czechoslovakia  —  when  a  lot  of 
dissidents,  non-conformists,  were  called  in  —  as  a  result 
of  their  activity  protesting  the  invasion.  In  1968  when  I 
was  called  in  they  started  out  by  asking  me  questions 
about  my  friends  who  had  been  involved  in  protests  and 
then  of  course  they  wound  up  talking  about  my  own  in¬ 
terests.  At  that  point  I  said  something  about  thinking  I 
would  like  to  publish  a  feminist  journal  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  they  said  but,  there’s  no  need  for  one  — 
there  are  so  many  journals  for  women  in  the  Soviet 
Union  —  why  would  you  want  to  add  another  one?  But 


did  work  for  a  literary  journal  called  Aurora,  which  is 
rather  prestigious.  What  1  found  there  was  that  I  got  a 
certain  amount  of  encouragement  to  recite  my  poetry  at 
poetry  readings  —  but  to  print  it  was  another  matter.  So 
I  would  recite  all  kinds  of  daring  poetry  but  they  just 
wouldn’t  print  it.  I  finally  left  that  and  became  more  in¬ 
volved  with  the  non-conformist  artists  in  Leningrad  — 
it’s  called  the  Second  Culture  —  which  is  a  very  loose 
grouping  of  non-conformist  writers  and  poets  and  ar¬ 
tists.  I  found  there,  to  my  dismay,  that  there  were  the 
same  kinds  of  sexist  attitudes  among  the  non¬ 
conformist  men  as  there  were  among  the  conformist 
men.  And  so  eventually  after  a  fair  number  of  bouts 
with  the  non-conformist  artists,  I  began  turning  to  the 
women  in  the  non-conformist  circles  to  see  if  I  could 
find  some  allies  to  publish  a  journal.  It  was  in  1975  that 
1  first  approached  several  of  the  women  from  the  Se¬ 
cond  Culture  to  see  if  they  would  be  interested,  but  it 
was  only  in  1979  that  I  actually  found  people,  so  it  took 
a  while.  But,  it’s  important  to  note  that  although 
feminist  ideas  were  rejected  by  many  people  in  the  dissi¬ 
dent  circles,  the  journal  is  really  a  product  of  the  dissi¬ 
dent  movement.  The  way  in  which  it  was  published  for 
example,  which  is  samizdat,  reflects  clearly  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  dissident  movement.  But,  it’s  absolutely 
essential  —  among  dissident  women  as  well  as  the 

masses  of  Soviet  women  —  to  begin  to  raise  con¬ 
sciousness,  to  provide  a  forum  to  remove  them  from  the 

kind  of  isolation  they  suffer. 

Lesbian/Gay  Life 

GCN:  Is  there  any  public  space  for  lesbians?  What’s 
the  status  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

TM:  “Public  space??!!”  (Laughter)  NO!  The  Soviet 
Union  was  the  first  country  in  the  world  to  legalize 
homosexuality  —  after  the  Revolution.  Again  it’s  in- 
dispensible  to  see  the  Soviet  Union  as  something  other 
than  a  monolithic  state  which  has  always  been  very 
repressive.  Through  the  1920’s  and  into  the  1930’s, 
homosexuality  was  completely  legal.  It  was  only  in  1934 
that  male  homosexuality  was  outlawed  by  Stalin.  At 
present,  the  situation  is  that  —  like  in  every  other  socie¬ 
ty  in  the  world  —  homosexuality  exists.  Particularly  in 
artistic  circles,  it’s  actually  more  or  less  accepted.  It’s 
much  less  accepted  among  masses  of  the  people, 
although  during  World  War  II  and  the  period  right 
afterwards,  there  were  20  million  more  women  than 
men  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  it’s  hard  to  imagine  that 
there  weren’t  somewhat  more  instances  of  at  least  les¬ 
bian  activity.  But,  there  are  at  present  strong  social 
taboos  against  homosexuality.  For  men,  the  law  is  still 
enforced  and  men  can  go  to  jail  for  being  homosexuals. 
Women  can  be  put  in  mental  hospitals.  It’s  important  to 
note  that  the  Soviet  Union  is  really  a  diverse  society,  and 
there  are  lots  of  different  cultures,  and  some  of  these 
cultures  seem  to  be  more  accepting  of  homosexuality, 
actually  have  traditions  of  being  more  accepting,  and 
are  even  the  butt  of  popular  jokes  or  stereotypes.  For 
example,  male  homosexuality,  is  widespread  in  the 
Caucusus  (among  Georgians  and  Armenians),  though 
female  homosexuality  is  not.  At  least  it’s  much  more 
rare  among  women,  though  1  did  know  a  lesbian  from 
the  Caucasus  who  had  to  leave,  and  come  to  Leningrad 
to  be  a  lesbian,  to  live  out  her  life  without  being  totally 
harassed. 

Interpreter:  From  my  own  experience,  homosexuality 
in  dissident  circles  is  very  much  taboo,  very  much  look¬ 
ed  down  upon.  In  contrast  to  circles  which  in  this  socie¬ 
ty  are  at  this  point  pretty  tolerant  or  accepting,  the  same 
circles  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  not  very  accepting.  There 
are  no  public  spaces  where  lesbians  or  gay  men  can  real¬ 
ly  gather  freely.  There  are  some  places  in  Leningrad  or 
Moscow  which  are  fairly  open  to  gay  men  but  really 
there’s  nothing  for  women. 

TM:  In  the  sixties  I  read  the  works  of  a  pre¬ 
revolutionary  Russian  psychologist,  Bekhterev,  who 
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was  pretty  liberal  —  though  his 
works  are  very  little  known  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  One  of  the  ideas  he 
put  forth  which  really  struck  me 
was  that  every  person  is  by  nature 
bi-sexual,  but  that  society  shapes 
them  in  one  direction  —  toward 
heterosexuality  for  the  most  part, 
but  that  there  are  some  people  who 
manage  to  stay  bi-sexual  or  even  to 
become  homosexual,  though 
that’s  certainly  not  the  norm.  But 
in  history,  at  least,  the  range  of 
behavior  included  all  forms  of  sex¬ 
uality,  not  just  one  particular 
form.  That  really  appealed  to  me 
at  that  point.  I  should  emphasize 
that  I  found  this  book  in  an  old 
bookstore  —  it’s  not  anything 
that’s  reprinted  in  Soviet  times. 

Perhaps  1  could  discuss 
homosexuality  through  the  life  ex¬ 
perience  of  one  of  my  friends.  She 
had  a  very  close  woman  friend, 
and  they  eventually  became  really 
close  and  got  involved  with  each 
other  sexually.  They  didn’t  think, 
they  didn’t  even  know,  that  there 
was  anything  wrong  with  that. 
They  didn’t  know  anything, 
period.  And  so  they  continued  to 
have  this  relationship  for  quite 
some  time,  and  at  some  point  they 
started  becoming  real  curious 
about  what  this  was  and  so  they 
went  to  the  Great  Soviet  En¬ 
cyclopedia,  and  found  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  it  as  abnormal.  But  that 
was  the  first  they  knew  that  they 
were  doing  something  that  was 
considered  abnormal  —  they  had 
just  considered  it  to  be  perfectly 
fine,  another  expression  of  their 
friendship.  So,  it’s  quite  possible 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  other  women 
in  the  Soviet  Union  like  my  friend 
who  are  involved  with  other 


women  and  don’t  even  know 
there’s  supposed  to  be  something 
wrong  in  that.  There’s  a  kind  of 
general  ignorance  about  sexual 
matters,  and  in  some  ways,  that 
might  be  kind  of  helpful. 

GCN:  But  did  they  know  enough 
not  to  tell  other  people,  or  to  in¬ 
dicate  publicly  they  were  involved? 

TM:  They  knew  it  wasn’t 
something  to  advertise.  But  one 
thing  that’s  important  to  under¬ 
stand  about  Soviet  society  —  and 
maybe  about  a  lot  of  other 
societies  in  the  world  —  is  that 
there’s  not  this  connection  be¬ 
tween  public  affection  and  sexuali¬ 
ty.  People,  especially  Americans, 
who  go  to  the  Soviet  Union  are 
always  wondering  —  ‘Hey,  what’s 
going  on  here?’  because  there  are 
always  women  walking  arm  in  arm 
in  the  street,  and  publicly  kissing 
each  other,  and  the  same  with 
men.  You  see  men  walking  arm  in 
arm  down  the  street  or  holding 
hands,  and  it  doesn’t  mean 
anything  —  touching  and  ‘public 
displays  of  affection’  —  or 
whatever  you  want  to  call  it  —  are 
very  much  a  part  of  the  culture.  In 
this  society  if  you  see  two  women 
walking  arm  in  arm,  you  wonder 
what’s  going  on .  . .  Since  affection 
between  women  just  fits  into  the 
society,  in  some  ways  it’s  easier  to 
hide  it  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

GCN:  What  are  some  of  the 
stereotypes  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  —  or  are  there  any? 

TM:  The  typical  stereotype  of 
the  lesbian  is  the  butch,  a 
masculine-looking  woman. 
Though  an  exception  to  that  is 


among  ballerinas  where  it  is  well- 
known  that  there  is  a  lot  of  les¬ 
bianism.  They  are  certainly  not 
very  masculine-looking.  The 
typical  stereotype  of  a  gay  man  is 
of  a  weak,  simpering,  female-like 
man  —  of  course  it’s  very 
negative.  One  of  the  words  that’s 
used  to  describe  gay  men  is 
‘pederast’  —  though  in  France  it’s 
similarly  used.  My  son  came  home 
from  school  with  one  of  the  words 
the  kids  use,  ‘p.d.’  short  for 
‘pederast’  and  it’s  full  of  negative 
connotations. 

Interpreter:  I  should  just  add 
that  I  have  a  friend  who’s  an 
emigre  and  I  took  her  to  New 
Words  (the  women’s  bookstore  in 
Cambridge)  soon  after  she  arrived 
from  the  Soviet  Union,  and  she 
was  just  amazed  to  see  the  ads  out¬ 
side  on  the  bulletin  board:  “Two 
Lesbians  Seek  Another  Les¬ 
bian.  . .’’  And  she  said  one  of  the 
stereotypes  she  had  was  that  all 
lesbian  relationships  were 
butch/femme,  that  one  of  the 
women  had  to  take  a  masculine 
role.  And  I  also  want  to  add  that  in 
my  experience  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  women’s  body  types  are 
much  more  diverse  than  they  are 
here.  There’s  much  more  accep¬ 
tance  for  a  big,  burly  woman,  for 
example,  there’s  not  automatically 
this  negative  image  of  a  big 
woman.  A  lot  of  the  Russian 
women  are  big  and  strong  —  they 
have  to  be.  1  think  there’s  much 
more  tolerance  for  that  body  type. 

GCN:  In  this  country  there  has 
been  a  lot  of  controversy  among 
feminists  and  in  the  women’s 
movement  about  lesbianism  and 
lesbians,  and  we’re  wondering  if 
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there’s  controversy  in  Soviet 
feminism  about  lesbians? 

TM:  I’ve  been  accused  by  people 
in  the  emigre  community  of  ad¬ 
vocating  immorality,  because  of 
my  position  in  favor  of  homosex¬ 
ual  rights.  And  even  by  the  women 
I  was  expelled  with  who  are  of  a 
more  religious  orientation  (they’re 
from  the  group  Maria),  I  was  ac¬ 
cused  of  favoring  gay  rights,  les¬ 
bian  rights  —  as  a  negative  thing. 
They  did  that  in  the  West,  not 
realizing  that  in  fact  advocacy  of 
gay/lesbian  rights  would  be  look¬ 
ed  on  very  positively  by  feminists. 
In  fact,  when  we  first  arrived  in  the 
West,  the  three  of  us  gave  an  inter¬ 
view  in  Vienna  on  Austrian  T.V. 
The  other  two  were  very  negative 
about  homosexuality  during  the 
interview,  but  it  turned  out  the 
German  journalist  was  a  lesbian! 
She  and  I  are  still  friends! 

GCN:  What  about  celibacy  — 
has  that  ever  been  discussed,  as  it 
was  here  in  the  early  days  of  the 
women’s  movement,  when  it  was 
seen  by  some  feminists  as  freedom 
for  women? 

TM:  For  myself,  that’s  not  a 
position  I  would  want  to  hold 
because  I  believe  that  sexuality  is 
just  as  natural  as  eating  and  sleep¬ 
ing,  and  so  it  should  be  something 
that  women  engage  in,  though  not 
of  course  by  force.  Women  need 
to  have  the  right  to  choose. 

GCN:  Is  there  a  controversy 
among  the  dissidents  about  les¬ 
bianism,  or  homosexuality? 

TM:  There’s  not  a  debate  about 
it  because  it’s  not  for  the  most  part 
even  considered  an  issue.  It’s  still 
only  the  rare  dissident  who  would 
write  about  it.  There’s  Edward 
Limonov,  who’s  an  emigre  author 
who  wrote  a  book  called  “How  I 
Became  A  Homosexual  in  the 
West.”  But  that’s  just  about  the 
only  discussion. 

GCN:  In  the  Introduction  to  the 
first  English  language  publication 
of  the  feminist  samizdat,  they  talk 
about  all  the  different  kinds  of 
dissidents,  and  one  of  the  groups 
they  mention  is  the  “Left  Opposi¬ 
tion,”  the  student-based  group 
that  calls  for  a  major  revolu¬ 
tionary  upheaval  as  opposed  to  the 
hope  for  reform  from  within. 
What  about  them  —  wouldn’t  they 
be  more  favorable? 

TM:  No,  they  just  don’t  talk 
about  such  issues.  Though,  from 
my  point  of  view  it’s  important  to 
emphasize  that  Sakharov  and 
Medvedev  are  much  more  positive 
than  Solzhenitsyn  and  the  Right- 
wing.  But  even  people  on  the  left 
in  opposition  have  not  raised  those 
issues. 

Anti-Semitism 

GCN:  Dealing  with  racism  and 
anti-Semitism  have  been  key  issues 
for  feminists  in  the  West  —  at  least 
for  radical  and  socialist-feminists 
—  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in 
Germany,  Holland  and  England. 
Have  Soviet  feminists  taken  up 
these  issues? 

TM:  Those  are  issues  which  have 
been  discussed  and  talked  about, 
because  they  are  issues  which  also 
exist  in  the  Soviet  Union.  But, 
could  you  be  more  specific? 

GCN:  One  of  the  women  who 
wrote  in  the  samizdat  was  iden¬ 
tified  as  a  Jewish  rights  activist.  To 
what  extent  do  dissidents 
acknowledge  anti-Semitism  as  a 
problem  within  the  culture  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  see  the  problem 
with  a  leftist  perspective,  as  oppos¬ 
ed  to  some  of  the  Jewish  activists 
who  are  obviously  anti-communist 
as  well?  There’s  obviously  not 
unanimity  among  the  Jewish  ac¬ 
tivists.  What  are  the  differences, 
and  is  there  any  particular  feminist 
contribution  to  thinking  about  the 
issues? 


TM:  It’s  a  very  complex  question 
to  answer.  There  really  hasn’t  been 
a  discussion.  In  a  way  similar  to 
the  question  of  homosexual  rights, 
the  left  opposition  in  the  Soviet 
Union  has  not  really  raised  this 
issue  to  develop  it  beyond  deman¬ 
ding  the  right  to  emigrate.  Most  of 
the  way  in  which  the  question  of 
Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union  has  been 
raised  has  been  in  terms  of  emigra¬ 
tion  and  not  how  to  change  condi¬ 
tions  within  the  society  or  how  to 
combat  the  rise  of  anti-Semitism 
within  the  society.  That  is  an  issue 
that  really  needs  to  be  raised,  but  it 
hasn’t  been.  The  other  side  of  the 
issue  is  that  there  are  many  promi¬ 
nent  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union  who 
are  trotted  out  at  various  times  to 
condemn  Zionism,  but  the  official 
Jews  never  go  further  to  say  maybe 
there  is  a  problem  of  anti-Semitism 
in  the  society.  And  the  most  pro¬ 
minent  activists  who  might  have 
raised  and  pushed  forward  that 
issue  have  already  emigrated.  It’s 
an  issue  that  really  needs  to  be 
developed  a  lot  more. 

Exiles  and  Emigres,  Left 
and  Right 

GCN:  Both  in  this  interview  and 
in  the  introduction  to  your  book, 
you  describe  yourself  as  a  socialist 
but  say  that  you  do  not  believe  the 
Soviet  Union  to  be  socialist.  How 
would  you  characterize  the 
U.S.S.R.? 

TM:  To  underline  what  I  said 
before,  in  the  1920’s  I  believe  that 
there  was  a  real  attempt  to  in¬ 
troduce  socialism  and  to  create 
socialism  in  Soviet  society,  but 
that  under  Stalin  that  was  under¬ 
cut.  And  what  was  created  was  a 
society  in  which  there  was  a  new 
bourgeoisie  and  a  new  ruling  class. 
I  believe  what  exists  at  present  in 
the  Soviet  Union  is  a  kind  of  state 
capitalism.  My  definition  of 
socialism  is  justice  —  it’s  a  move¬ 
ment  for  fairness,  for  equality  and 
democracy.  I’m  against  any  socie¬ 
ty  that’s  unjust,  unfair,  and 
therefore  I’m  against  capitalism, 
any  form  of  capitalism,  whether 
state  capitalism  or  any  other  form. 
Those  ideals  which  were  enun¬ 
ciated  in  the  1 920’s  and  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  again  in  the  1960’s  should  not 
be  allowed  to  die.  There  are  at  least 
laws  in  the  Soviet  constitution  — 
again,  in  comparison  to  the  West 
—  which  attempt  to  put  forth 
those  theories  even  if  very  often 
they’re  not  in  practice.  But  to  ac¬ 
tually  bring  those  laws  into  reality 
would  be  part  of  the  goal. 

GCN:  Can  you  comment  on  the 
level  of  anti-communism  in  the 
West,  particularly  in  the  United 
States?  People  here  tend  to  think 
of  all  Soviet  dissidents  as  pro-West 
and  anti-communist  or  anti¬ 
socialist.  Are  there  dissidents  who 
see  themselves  as  leftists  and 
socialists,  people  who  might  iden¬ 
tify  with  the  old  Workers’  Opposi¬ 
tion  led.  note:  left  opposition  to 
the  Bolsheviks )  or  KOR  [ revolu¬ 
tionary  democratic  socialists]  in 
Poland? 

TM:  Again,  it  is  important  to 
understand  that  there  are  many 
different  viewpoints  among 
emigres.  There’s  the  Solzhenitsyn 
point  of  view  which  is  Right-wing 
and  nationalist  and  which  I  feel  is 
dangerous.  If  someone  like 
Solzhenitsyn  took  over  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  1  think  it  would  be 
like  Khoumeni  in  power  in  Iran.  It 
would  be  very  dangerous  for  the 
Soviet  Union  and  it  would  be  par¬ 
ticularly  dangerous  for  women 
because  Solzhenitsyn  is  very  much 
anti-feminist.  On  the  other  hand 
there  is  someone  like  Sakharov 
who  I  think  represents  a  very 
positive  force.  He’s  a  genuine 
democrat  who  has  views  similar  to 
my  own  about  what  needs  to  be 
done  in  terms  of  democratizing  the 
Soviet  Union.  What  happens  in 
the  West  very  often  —  partially 
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hold  their  meetings.  One  can  see 
their  leaders  and  generals.  One  can 
see  the  attacks  —  real  assaults,  not 
the  Hollywood  stuff  Reagan  con¬ 
fuses  reality  with.  These  are  the 
very  people  who  fight  the 
U.S. -backed  Duarte. 

The  reader  should  not  confuse 
El  Salvador  with  the  media’s  cur¬ 
rent  interest  —  Nicaragua.  In  El 
Salvador  the  revolution  fs  happen¬ 
ing  now.  In  Nicaragua  the  revolu¬ 
tion  was  won.  El  Salvador  is  the 
country  of  the  death  squads,  the 
assassinations  of  Archbishop 
Romero  and  four  American  nuns, 
of  millions  of  dollars  of  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  aid,  and  of  an  actual  physical 
American  presence.  Can  you  recall 
now?  That  American  presence  is 
also  in  Honduras  and  in 
Guatemala.  (I  remember  some¬ 
thing  like  that  back  in  the  ’60s.  It 
also  started  with  “advisors”  and  a 
“presence.”)  Oh,  and  by  the  way, 
El  Salvador  or  any  other  Central 
American  country  is  not  in  our 
backyard,  as  so  often  mentioned 
by  our  astute  president.  It  is  not 
our  yard.  El  Salvador  is  a  neighbor 
a  couple  of  houses  away  that  wants 
to  be  left  alone. 

But  back  to  the  film’s  varied 
scenes.  There  is  one  scene  where 
the  subject  of  homosexuality  is 
mentioned,  albeit  briefly.  One  of 
the  government’s  soldiers  refers  to 
the  FMLN  as  maricones ,  Spanish 
for  faggots.  This  tidbit  of  homo¬ 
phobia  is  not  passed  on  to  the 
viewer  in  the  subtitles,  so  you  will 
have  to  listen  for  it. 


For  us  Americans  the  scenes 
with  the  U.S.  “advisors”  should 
be  disturbing.  What  are  they  doing 
does  not  look  like  advising.  Seeing 
a  black  U.S.  advisor  —  a  fellow 
minority  —  was  a  bit  disturbing 
for  me.  We  minorities  have  a  his¬ 
tory  of  being  used  by  this  govern¬ 
ment.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  some 
200  or  so  Chicanos  and  Puerto 
Ricans  from  different  branches  of 
the  military  were  gathered  in  the 
state  of  Florida  for  the  special  pur¬ 
pose  of  training  the  very  govern¬ 
ment  troops  depicted  and  despised 
in  this  film.  That  is  how  much  the 
native  Latino  populations  are 
brainwashed  here.  Imagine  how  I 
and  fellow  Latinos  felt  as  we  read 
that  in  the  back  pages  of  the  New 
York  Times. 

Tiempo  de  Audacia  (Time  of 
Daring)  is  one  of  a  few  Salvadoran 
films  that  the  American  public 
ought  to  see.  Other  films  cir¬ 
culating  these  days  are  El 
Salvador:  El  Puebeo  Vencera  (El 
Salvador:  The  People  Will  Win), 
El  Camino  de  La  Lihertad  (The 
Road  to  Freedom)  and  In  the 
Name  of  Democracy.  Boston’s 
local  salvadoreho  group  is  plan¬ 
ning  on  showing  some  of  them  this 
fall.  Go  see  Time  of  Daring.  Give 
the  revolution’s  side  a  chance  to 
tell  its  story. 

For  more  information  concerning 
El  Salvador  and  its  revolution  con¬ 
tact  Casa  El  Salvador  Farahundo 
Marti,  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139. 


Conference 

Continued from  page  3 

“Texas  Chain  Saw  Massacre,” 
and  “Vice  Squad,”  directed  to 
early-teenaged  audiences  hungry 
for  cues  about  erotic  behavior  and 
sex  roles,  may  be  more  pervasively 
harmful  than  more  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit,  but  less  graphically  violent 
pornography. 

This  delineation  differs  from  the 
Dworkin/MacKinnon  analysis  of 
aggression  as  rooted  in  objectifica¬ 
tion  they  say  is  inherent  in  even 
nonviolent  sexual  imagery. 

Donnerstein  concluded  by 
noting  the  long-term  positive  ef¬ 
fects  on  his  research  subjects  of 
“debriefing  sessions  imparting  sex 
education,  sensitization  and 
critical  viewing  skills.”  Follow-up 
studies  showed  positive  attitudinal 
changes  sustained  up  to  nine 
months  later.  He  suggested  that 
“pre-briefing”  young  people  with 
similar  skills  may  be  key  to  chang¬ 
ing  patterns  of  social  conditioning 
to  the  erotization  of  violence. 

The  luncheon  address  featured 
Citizens’  Party  Presidential  can¬ 
didate  Sonia  Johnson  who 
delivered  an  impassioned  condem¬ 
nation  of  pornography  as  “the 
war  on  women”  and  “political  ter¬ 
rorism.”  Saying  that  we  have  all 
been  hurt  by  the  patriarchy,  she 
exhorted  women  to  “never,  ever 
speak  against  one  another.” 

After  her  speech,  GCN  asked 
Johnson  to  comment  on  the 
heated  disputes  among  feminists 
around  pornography.  Pleading  a 
lack  of  knowledge  about  the  con¬ 
troversies,  she  deferred  to  “An¬ 
drea  and  Kitty  [as]  the  experts  on 


this.”  Asked  for  advice  on  resolv¬ 
ing  the  split  between  factions  of 
the  feminist  movement,  Johnson 
replied,  “Every  woman  must  have 
the  chance  to  speak;  we  must  first 
listen  and  let  everyone  have  their 
say.” 

Katherine  MacKinnon,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  law  and  co-author  with 
Andrea  Dworkin  of  the  prototype 
anti-porn  measure,  lectured  on 
“What  Next  for  the  Pornography 
Ordinance?”  MacKinnon  stressed 
her  opposition  to  any  dilution  of 
her  civil  rights  strategy  that  favors 
“opaque  cover”  statutes  which 
she  said  “only  make  pornography 
sexier,”  and  she  rejected  any  ex¬ 
emption  of  nonviolent  porn. 

The  symposium  concluded  with 
a  panel  of  the  “Legal  Status  and 
Implications  of  the  Ordinance 
Proposed  for  Dane  County.” 
County  Supervisor  Kathleen 
Nichols,  referring  to  Madison’s 
progressive  political  climate, 
described  the  area  as  “uniquely 
qualified”  to  pass  and  enforce 
such  legislation.  She  went  on  to 
relate  the  need  to  first  enact  enabl¬ 
ing  legislation  in  the  form  of  a 
county  civil  rights  ordinance, 
which  could  later  be  amended  to 
include  pornography  under  sex 
discrimination. 

Nichols  has  kept  her  version  of 
the  anti-porn  initiative  a  closely 
guarded  secret.  She  told  GCN  that 
she  wanted  first  to  pass  the  overall 
civil  rights  ordinance  and  then  to 
make  final  exact  wording  of  the 
anti-porn  amendment  before 
releasing  it  to  public  scrutiny. 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617  353-1500 


Lesbian  Couples 
Discussion  Croups 

3  groups: 

"Staying  Separate” 

"Financial 

Coexistence" 

"Holidays 

and  in-Laws" 

Starting  Oct  25rd 
Led  by 

Sue  vargo,  M.Ed. 
call  864-6432 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations .  AA  groups,  bars .  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc.,  etc  .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50:  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50:  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New. 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia 
SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  man 
$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  tor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 
Janice  Platner,  Lynda  Brack 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Discrimination 

•  Probate  of  Estates 


•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 


RE  AL  PA  PER  AW  A  RDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


II  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J  &  S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  tew  years,  it  s  also  been 
the  best  Even  when  they  didn  t  know 
how  to  fix  everything  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So. 
over  the  years  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techmgues.  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
eguipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  Bui  they  re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antigue  vehicles  for  the  movie 


The  Brinks  Job 
(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper  Best  ot  Boston  Fall.  1980) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 
J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  ot  Oct.  I,  1981 

Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncolotty.  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psych.,, 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasferCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


■  Reduced  ticket  prices  available  for  Under  12,  Over  60,  and  SSI/SSDI  or  welfare  recipients. 
Call  for  details.  


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  (617)  547-1378 


Allegro  Productions  proudly  presents 
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TERESA  TRULL  &  BARBARA  HIGBIE 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  20  at  8:00  PM 
Mumnae  Hall,  Wellesley  College  (20  min.  from  Boston) 
ickets  $9.50  In  advance  *  $10  at  the  door 

Available  from:  New  Words,  Bodyworks  Gym,  Glad  Day,  Sandy's  Music, Red  Book, 

Jut  of  Town,  ConcertChorge,  Wellesley  College  (617)  235-0320  x2670  or  mall  order 
enclose  SASE  and  M.O.):  Allegro  Productions,  267  Allston  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  021 39 
losponsored  by  W.O.LF. 
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Tatyana  Mamanova:  Soviet  Feminist 


Continued  from  page  1 0 
because  the  Right-wing  emigres 
tend  to  have  more  money  and  they 
control  the  emigre  press  —  is  that 
they  give  the  impression  that 
everyone  in  the  emigre  community 
is  anti-socialist,  and  that 
Solzhenitsyn  is  a  dominant  force. 
But  it’s  not  true.  There’s  really  a 
lot  more  diversity  of  opinion.  But 
it’s  also  true  that  when  I  give  inter¬ 
views  in  the  West,  the  interviewers 
—  who  are  so  used  to  assuming 
that  if  you’re  in  exile  in  the  West, 
you’re  anti-socialist  —  when  they 
interview  me  they  take  out  of  the 
interview  only  those  things  which 
fit  into  their  own  point  of  view, 
and  make  me  out  to  seem  totally 
anti-communist  when  in  fact  that’s 
not  at  all  what  1  am.  Or,  they 
misinterpret  or  misunderstand 
some  basic  facts.  For  example,  in 
the  New  York  Times  interview/ar¬ 
ticle,  I  was  called  an  emigre.  Well, 
an  emigre  is  someone  who  freely 
leaves  a  country,  and  in  fact  I  was 
exiled,  1  was  thrown  out  of  the 
country.  So,  it’s  very  hard  in  the 
West  because  of  those  notions  to 
get  across  a  sense  of  the  complexi¬ 
ty  of  the  issue,  that  certainly  there 
are  many  ways  in  which  the  Soviet 
Union  needs  to  be  criticized;  but 
there  are  also  many  things  to  learn 
about  the  Soviet  Union  and 
somehow  for  a  lot  of  different 
reasons  that  doesn’t  seem  to  get 
across  enough.  That  shows  the 
level  of  anti-communism  in  the 
U.S.  Then,  in  terms  of  the  left,  for 
example,  Eurocommunism,  1 
thought  when  I  first  came  to  the 
West  —  Oh,  Eurocommunism, 
that  sounds  like  a  good  kind  of 
blending  of  both  systems,  but 
what  I’ve  found  is  that  in  practice 
it  hasn’t  worked  out  as  well  as  it 
seems  to  in  theory.  When  socialists 
have  come  to  power  in  the  West, 
for  example  the  socialist  govern¬ 
ment  which  has  come  to  power  in 
France,  I  have  been  very  disap¬ 
pointed.  It  doesn’t  seem  to  have 
made  much  of  a  change  in  the 
society.  So,  the  kind  of  change  one 
would  expect  from  these  kinds  of 
parties,  of  governments,  just 


hasn’t  happened. 

GCN:  Did  any  of  these  concerns 
about  anti-communism  in  the 
West  affect  your  thinking  about 
how  to  publish  vour  book? 

TM:  1  wanted  to  present  a  more 
objective  picture  of  what  life  is  like 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  not  the  usual 
emigre  view:  the  revolution  was 
bad,  the  twenties  were  bad,  Lenin 
was  bad,  Kruschev  was  bad, 
everything  was  bad.  1  wanted  to 
give  a  sense  of  the  diversity  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  Soviet  Union,  both 
the  negative  but  also  the  positive 
aspects  of  that. 

Women  and  Peace 

GCN:  I  wondered  about  what 
you  wrote  in  the  Introduction  that 
“it  is  natural  for  women  who  give 
life  to  be  opposed  to  war  and 
violence.”  In  the  peace  movement 
here  in  the  U.S.  there  is  a  debate, 
whether  women  are  inherently 
more  peaceful  than  men  —  so  that 
women’s  concern  for  children  is 
their  primary  link  to  peace  ac¬ 
tivism.  The  old  issue  of  “another 
mother  for  peace”  versus  women’s 
activism  being  in  part  a  rebellion 
to  motherhood  or  the  existing 
definition  of  it. 

TM:  At  some  time  before, 
maybe  just  when  I  came  to  the 
West,  the  idea  that  women  were 
somehow  biologically  superior  or 
were  socialized  to  have  qualities 
which  were  superior  to  men’s  and 
were  therefore  capable  of  creating 


a  more  peaceful  society  was  very 
appealing  to  me.  But,  the  more 
I’ve  been  in  the  West  the  more  I’ve 
seen  the  splits  among  feminists  and 
the  hypocricy  (ed.,  for  example 
“Des  femmes”  in  Paris)  among 
feminists  and  among  political  peo¬ 
ple  generally  whose  ideas  and 
ideals  are  wonderful  but  whose 
practice  is  really  terrible.  So  these 
experiences  have  made  me  ques¬ 
tion  the  idea  that  there’s  some  kind 
of  female  'nature  that’s  superior 
and  at  this  point  1  feel  that  it’s  very 
necessary  for  women  and  men  to 
work  together  to  make  change,  for 
women  and  men  to  identify  the 
forces  in  society  that  are  really 
negative  and  to  work  to  change 
those  together.  Although  1  still 
find  theories  like  Ashley 
Montagu’s  and  Valerie  Solanas’ 
about  the  natural  superiority  of 
women  to  be  appealing,  in  practice 
the  reality  I’ve  faced  points  to 
something  different. 

When  1  see  in  women  who  have 
some  power  to  make  change  —  for 
example  in  the  Women’s  Ministry 
in  France,  or  here  in  this  country 
—  the  same  kinds  of  bureaucratic 
attitudes  and  hypocrisy  that  I’ve 
seen  among  men,  it  really  makes 
me  question.  What  I’ve  also  found 
in  the  West  is  that  there’s  a  lot  of 
competition  among  women  and 
not  enough  solidarity. 

GCN:  And  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  will  you  go  back  to  France? 

TM:  It’s  hard  to  say  what  we’ll 
do  then! 


I  READ 
BANNED 
BOOKS 


NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 

US  S  CBS 


all  progressives  seriously  address  the 
issue  of  building  an  independent 
movement  that  isn’t  tied  to  the 
Democrats. 

Join  activists  in  the  Black  and  gay 
communities  from  Jackson, 
Mississippi  to  Los  Angeles  to  New 
York  City  at  the  National  Conference 
on  Blacks  and  Gays  who  are  carrying 
through  to  November  and  beyond  the 
demands  raised  by  Jackson  and  his 
supporters  that  Afro-Americans  and 
gays  be  included  in  the  political  and 
economic  life  of  this  country. 

The  conference  will  address  such 
issues  as  how  must  we  respond  to 
racism  in  the  gay  community,  what 
must  be  done  to  engage  homophobia 
in  the  Black  community,  what  is  rais¬ 
ed  for  Black  gays  by  being  “out”  in 
the  Black  coihmunity  and  having  to 
provide  leadership  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

Sponsored  by  the  Rainbow 
Alliance,  an  endorser  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Presidential  campaign  of  the 
Afro-American  trade  unionist  and 
community  leader  Dennis  Serrette, 
and  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  of 
the  New  Alliance  Party. 

*****★★**★*★* 


/A  BOSTON  CALL  TODD  BENTSON  A  T  266-0253 


lam  C)able/  □  unable  to  attend.  Please  contact  me.  I  want  to  be  pan  of  a 
national  network  of  activists  in  the  Afro-American  and  gay  communities 
who  are  building  the  Black-gay  alliance. 

Name  _ _ 

AddraH  _ 

Qty _ State _ Zip _ 

Organisational  Affiliation _ 

Phone  (H) _ (W) _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  New  ABaaee  Party. 

Mail  to:  LAG  Caucus  of  NAP,  216  W.  102  St.  #2C,  NY,  NY  10025 


Speakers  include: 

GOberto  Gerald 

Executive  Director,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays; 

Gay  Advisor  to  Jesse  Jackson  Campaign 

Dr,  Lenora  Fulani 

Director,  Harlem  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  and  Research 

Freda  Rosen 

Author  of  “Sexually  Speakin”’  Column,  National  Alliance 

Dr.  James  D’Eramo 

Columnist,  New  York  Native* 


The  New  Right  has  a  vision  for 
America.  It  is  a  vision  purged  of 
gays,  Afro-Americans,  Latinos  and 
Jews. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  political 
spectrum  3Vi  million  of  us  voted  for 
Rev.  Jackson  and  his  progressive 
social  vision  in  the  Primaries  this 
year.  Ours  is  a  vision  of  inclusion, 
not  exclusion. 


The  Democratic  Party  rejected 
Jackson,  the  Rainbow  and  that  pro¬ 
gressive  social  vision.  Can  we  really 
.depend  on  the  Democrats  to  protect 
us  against  the  growing  influence  of 
the  highly  organized  right  wing? 
Mondale’s  recent  statements  explicit¬ 
ly  likening  his  positions  on  gay  rights 
to  that  of  Ronald  Reagan  make  it  ail 
the  more  urgent  that  gays.  Blacks  and 


When:  Saturday  October  20 

Where:  The  George  Jackson — Rosa 
Luxemburg  Center  for 
Working  Class  Education 
7  East  20th  St.  10th  fl. 

NY,  NY 

Tune:  10:00  AM  -  5:00  PM 
Registration  Fee:  $10 
For  further  information,  call 
(212)  864-3000  and  ask  for 
Tammy  Weinstein. 


Mamonova  and  her  son  Phillippe 


Tatyana  Mamonova  has  been 
speaking  at  campuses  around  the 
country.  If  you  are  interested  in 
having  her  speak  she  can  be 
reached  c/o  Nancy  Wechsler  at 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street, 


Boston,  MA  02111,  (617) 

426-4469.  While  in  the  United 
States  doing  research  for  a  new 
book,  Tatyana  relies  on  speaking 
engagements  to  support  herself 
and  her  family. 


you  can’t 


FLAUNT 
H  IT! 


’til  you’ve 
got  it! 


GCN  T-shirts 


price:  $7.00 


I  want  to  get  it.  Please  send  it  to  me! 

No.  COLOR  SIZE  PRICE 


postage  &  handling 

available  in: 

white,  black  TOTAL 

$1.00 

s.m.I.xl.xxl.xxxl 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Send  check  or  money  order  to: 

GCN  shirts,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

It  seems  that  Ronny  lost  his  way 
because  he'd  no  rehearsal 
and  anyone  who's  kind  and  gay 
must  hope  for  a  reversal 
in  personnel  right  at  the  top 
of  the  administration. 

The  Reagan  rot  must  surely  stop 
or  he'll  destroy  the  nation. 

And  he'll  never  know 
as  away  we  go 

that  he  caused  the  devastation. 

The  great  "debate”  was  a  national 
shame 

Reagan  could  barely  pronounce  his 
name. 

He  stammered  and  halted  because 
he'd  no  script. 

By  Mondale's  reflection  he  could  have 
been  whipped. 

And  all  of  his  writers  and  tutors  and 
such 

just  couldn't  help  poor  little  Ron  in 
the  clutch. 

Too  bad  that  they  couldn't  a  look-alike 
find. 

a  semblance  of  Ronny  with  both 
mouth  and  mind. 

Though  Ronny's  ad  libbing's  a  na¬ 
tional  joke, 

his  power  is  crushing  our  lavendar 
folk. 

So  ignore  all  the  polls 
and  go  out  and  vote. 

The  chance  of  Fritz  winning 
is  not  so  remote. 

I  realize,  dear  Mousie  you'll  vote  the 
right  way 

but  conscience  dictated  what  I  was  to 
say. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine _ (14) 

There  once  was  a  G-man  named  Ronnie, 
Who  sent  to  the  Contras  some  money. 
But  the  Left  ran  a  blitz 
To  support  his  pal  Fritz — 

They  both  look  alike  to  me,  honey. 


SAIL 

Need  1  additional  GM  18+  crew  for 
Christmas  sail  in  Caribbean,  share  food 
costs,  experience  a  must.  Write  GCN 
Box  60. _  (15) 

Passive  lesbian;  are  you  shy  in  the 
bedroom?  Gentle,  softspoken  GWF 
wants  to  please  you.  Age  race  weight 
unimportant.  No  drinks/drugs.  I  want  to 
make  you  come.  Send  name,  phone  + 
and  desires  to  GCN  Box  71 . _ (15) 

FRIENDSHIP  CLUB 

for  woman-loving  women  fifty  or  older 
and  women  who  are  interested  in  older 
women.  Contacts  made  by  letter  under 
ID  numbers.  Send  SASE  for  info  to 
Golden  Threads;  POB  2416;  Quincy,  MA 
02269. _ (16) 

IRIS 

Happy  birthday  and  happy  anniversary. 
Guess  who.  OK,  it's  me.  Ann, _ (14) 

Bi  Woman  34.  left  activist  enjoys 
ocean,  mtns  +  woods,  poetry  (I  write) 
+  fiction,  close  friends,  film,  arts  and 
hanging  out.  Seeks  L  or  BiF  for  fun  + 
possible  long-term  relationsh.  PO  Box 
1603.  Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130.  (14) 


A  New  Way  to  Play  The  Oldest  Game 


Nationwide  Computerized  Introduction 
for  Gay  Men  ■  Memberships  from  $20 
Get  Your  Questionnaire  Today! 

109  Minna  St..  Suite  606 
41 5-431  -1 1 58  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 


Lesbian  22  financially  secure  artist- 
feminine.  attractive,  perceptive,  sen¬ 
sitive.  compassionate,  good  sense  of 
humor.  Seeking;  lesbian  that  shares 
these  same  qualities.  Must  also  share 
my  enjoyment  in:  party  nights  and 
romantic  evenings  at  home.  For  fun  in 
Providence  please  write  GCN  Box  70. 

_ (15) 

Ch 

A  year  ago  I  advertised 
for  you.  but  I  was  still  surprised 
to  find  you  —  one  so  sweet,  so  strong- 
You've  made  me  happy  all  along. 

I'm  not  surprised,  with  this  new  year, 
to  find  you  growing  still  more  dear. 

XXOOA 

_ (If) 

OSCAR  DOODLE  AND  KITTY 
NEED  A  GOOD  HOME 

Can  you  adopt  two  loveable,  affec¬ 
tionate  cats,  aged  10  +  12?  I  can't,  but 
I'd  like  to  find  these  cats  a  new  home 
so  they  won't  be  put  to  sleep.  If  you  can 
help,  call  Sally  by  October  21  at 
524-3668  or  leave  message  524-6335. 

_ (14) 


GBF-24.  attractive  college  ed  (not  that  it 
is  important)  interested  in  meeting  new 
women  who  enjoy  life.  I.E.  movies 
reading  t.v.  (I  am  a  semi-couch  potato) 
dancing  travel  partying  (that  occas¬ 
sional  joint  or  line)  of  course  more.  No 
drug  heads  or  abusive  people.  My  goal 
is  to  meet  that  special  person  with 
whom  I  can  share  my  life,  my  thoughts, 
and  feelings.  If  you  are  not  open, 
honest  and  into  communication  and 
sensitivity,  please  don't  reply.  Any  race. 
GCN  Box  67.  (14) 

GWM  45  5’11"175+  avg  Ike  prof  singr 
str  act/aprng  hnst  affec  cut  sk  sim 
30-50  for  dining  our  quiet  times  frndshp 
fr  sex  and  poss  relationship.  Write:  N, 
Box  829,  Brookline,  MA  02146.  (14) 

Can  one  have  integrity  and  also  be 
transsexual?  Feminist  Pre-op  M-to-F  TS 
wants  to  hear  from  others  struggling 
for  the  right  to  live  in  dignity  as  women 
(or  men)  and  struggling  against  patriar¬ 
chy's  sex  roles  R.S.  Zachary  PO  Box 
3273  Bloomington,  IN  47402. _ (14) 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  ALUM 
OF  HAMILTON  COLLEGE 

Queers  of  Hamilton  &  Kirkland!  It’s 
time  to  organize  that  Hill.  For  more  info 
write  Richard  Burns  at  GCN  Box  57,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA02111.  (c) 

Alternative  fertilization-GM  donor 
wanted  by  mature  lesbians.  Excellent 
chances  of  early  success-write  with 
brief  description  of  who  you  are  and 
what  your  needs  are.  GCN  Box  55. 


IN  A  RUT? 

PROFILES 
ON 

VIDEO 

Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 

Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 

iTuesday-Friday  5-10  pm 
Saturday  10-6 
or  call  267-1319 


NEW  DATING  SERVICE 

Join  Greater  Boston's  most  confiden¬ 
tial  introduction  service.  "Computer 
aided  and  people  perfected."  Serving 
gay  and  straight  clients.  Write  to: 
POST-DATE.  Lock  Box  749-G,  Pruden¬ 
tial  Center,  Boston,  MA  02199  or  Call 
(617)266-8616  for  your  application/ques- 
tionaire.  _ (15) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


NAME  _ _ _ 

STREET _ _ _ APT. 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


SEEKING  A  NEEDY  LADY 

Very  discreet  generous  gentleman  WM 
49  offers  unlimited  assistance  for  a 
needy  gay  or  bi  female  Will  help  with 
tuition  rent  wardrobe  and  care  or  goals. 
I'm  orally  active  clean  safe  not  seeking 
intercourse  or  anything  else.  Richly 
rewarding  private  relationship  assured 
Call  738-5139. _ _____ 

A  wheelchair  bound  gay  male  wants  a 
gay  male  in  his  early  20s  for  a 
everlasting  relationship.  Call  or  contact 
Randy  Thomas,  1925  Commonwealth 
Ave  #719  Brighton,  MA  02135.  787-2299, 
very  horney. _ 

NANCY  IN  PALO  ALTO 
CENSORED/RHYME  YOUR  OWN 

An  Ode  to  Things  I'ld  Like  to  See 
since  you  are  far  away  from  me 
I'll  imagine  this  and  that 
all  those  parts  I  liked  to  pat 

I  know  this  seems  so  very  crass 
but  first  and  foremost  there’s  your 
iconoclast 

This  may  result  in  my  arrest 
but  what  I’ld  give  for  just  one 
anapest 

To  smother  with  some  greedy  nips 
my  tongue  between  your  well-placed 
apocalype 

And  send  you  into  violent  fits 
by  sucking  on  your  hardened 
hypocrites 

And  when  you  visit,  I  will  tie 
you  arm  to  arm,  and 
incubi  to  incubi 

And  once  again  I'll  go  and  hunt 
for  yo.ur  juicy  glowing 
exeunt 

Love  you,  Hershey 
_ _ _ _ Of) 

MAKE  ME  BLUSH 

Seek  stories  of  sexual  fantasies  or  ac¬ 
tual  experiences.  Your  hot  story  gets 
one  in  return  — why  pay  more?  GCN 
Box  35. _ (2) 

LUNCH  FRIEND 

ANALOG  DEV/CES/NORWOOD  vicinity 
GF  alienated  from  my  co-workers,  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  to  hang  with.  RO 
522-8068. _ 

BEEBO  NOW! 

Beebo  Brinker  needs  you!  Help 
Beebo's  lovers  put  on  the  play  “BEEBO 
BRINKER”  this  November  in  Boston. 
Experience  desirable  but'  not 
necessary.  Beebo  needs  help  on  sets, 
costumes,  tech,  publicity,  art,  stage 
crew,  etc.  She  especially  needs  a  book¬ 
keeper  and  a  lawyer.  “BEEBO”  aims  to 
be  a  multi-cultural  project.  She  hopes 
to  give  pleasure  to  the  entire  communi¬ 
ty.  Why  wait?  Work  on  “BEEBO"  now 
for  instant  gratification.  Write  to 
BEEBO  BRINKER  GCN  Box  795. 


JUST  FRIENDS _ 

SOCIAL  GROUP 

Warm,  supportive,  fun.  Monthly  get 
togethers  at  my  Waltham  home,  pic¬ 
nics, etc.  Call  647-1193  after  7:30  pm. 
Not  limited  to  Waltham  area.  (14) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DESKS  ANYc  4E? 

GCN's  new  Managing  Ed.  is  looking  for 
a  desk  (his  milkcrate  collection  is  get¬ 
ting  shaky)  about  48”  wide  and  30” 
deep,  with  drawers.  If  you  know  of  such 
a  beast,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 
Thanks! 


TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  lor  Nancy 
Wechsler. _ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Help  a  battered  women's  shelter. 
Renewal  House  fundraiser  seeks 
volunteers  for  short  projects.  Call 
Gracia.  (617)277-4194.  Wed-Fri.  (14) 

SEXUAL  ABUSE  SURVIVORS 
NEWSLETTER  —  #2 

For  Crying  Out  Loud,  a  newsletter  for 
women  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse, 
announces  the  publication  of  our 
second  issue.  Subscriptions  $5  (for  4 
issues):  c/o  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St..  Cambridge.  MA  02139.  We  also 
welcome  letters,  other  writings  and 
graphics  from  women  survivors  for 
‘uture  issues. 


D.O.B 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians.  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
3  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885.  Nashua.  NH 
03060.  _ () 


SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076 _ (49) 


HETEROSEXISM.  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester.  Ed.D _ 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

MOVERS 

M  AND  J  FAMILY  MOVERS 

Loc  LG-dist  moving  packing  loading  & 
unloading  service  exp  rel  gd  people  ser¬ 
ving  the  public  since  1976  a  +  a  lo 
rates.  277-6225  or  889-1027. _ (14) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826. 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 


Tel  491-6972 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— -any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


AO  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  aft  the  rates  and  conditions  slated  on  this  form 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  re/ect,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

• No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  lull  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN’s  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  egual  to  that  of  the  original 
ad.  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  fen  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•  Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

1.00 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

X 

.25 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof:  _ x  12.00 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add) 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 

10% 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Category: 

l. 

Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

2  LFs  sk  1  F  for  3  bdrm  apt  w/firepl, 
porch, backyd  Rent  $1 90/month  +  util. 
Lking  for  resp  indiv,  pref  non-smoker, 
no  pets  please.  Call  Lindsay  or  Marge 
at  876-9836  after  5pm  Mon-Fri,  or  after- 
noons  on  wkends. _ (16) 

Camb/Wat  line  ILF,  GM  sk  1LF/GM  to 
share  3  bd,  cleaning,  food  semiveg  bus 
out  front  1  'h  ml  Hv  Sq  pk  pets  ok  by 
cemetary  175+  call  Bet/Ken  924-1663. 

_ (14) 

NICE  ROOMMATE  WANTED  FOR 

RENT  CONTROLLED  APARTMENT 
2LF's  looking  for  3'rd  pref.  30+  &  will¬ 
ing  to  share  space,  feelings,  some  time, 
apt.  chores,  etc.  Cheap  rent  in  quiet 
area  nr.  B-Village  &  T.  Phone  232-0117, 
Kim  eves.  &  wkends. _ (14) 

GAY  DOCTOR  SEEKS  ROOMMATE 
Longwood  medical  area  Dec  1.  $200  inc 
heat  Near  BU&NE.  Pref  GM  20-30GP 
preppy  athlete  quiet  nonsmker.  Me-32 
5T0’’  170  GA  Lets  becum  friends  then 
roommates  Omar  186  Brookine  #67 
Boston  02215.  (15) 

Prof  L30  seeks  same  27  +  for  2bdrm  in 
J.  Plain  Looking  for  quiet  responsible 
person  independent  friendly  living 
$267.50  +  Nov  1  no  pets  no  drug  please 
call  Debbie  354-8560  anytime.  (16) 

GM  professor  47  looking  for  quiet 
responsible  nonsmoker  for  small 
bedroom  in  attractive  cheerful  South 
End  apt  $250/mo  incl  heat  deposit  plus 
references  call  426-2744  after  Oct  8.  (14) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Discreet  prof.  LF  seeks  same  30+  to 
share  2  bdrm  twnhouse  in  Belmont.  In¬ 
to  sports,  gardening,  etc.  Smkrs  OK 
$310+  util  Call  after  6pm  489-1347. 

HAVE  A  SPARE  ROOM? 

28  year  old  male  needs  quiet,  well- 
ordered  place  to  live  while  studying  for 
the  Massachusetts  Bar  Examination, 
aproximately  Christmas  through  mid- 
March  or  April  Fool's  Day.  Can  con¬ 
tribute  to  household's  income  and 
maintenance.  Relative  sanity,  proximi¬ 
ty  to  transit  or  downtown  Boston  impor¬ 
tant.  Will  probably  visit  Boston  in 
November  to  settle  arrangements. 
Please  reply  promptly  to:  Ken  Withers, 
Apt  605,  869  West  Buena,  Chicago,  IL 
60613.  (15) 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 
$15  fee 

Contidentialitv  Assured. 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


L  sks  1  or  2  indep  resp  L  24  +  for  3  br 
apt  in  Somerville.  No  cigs  or  pets.  Nr 
trans.  $200-300+  Avail  10/15.  Call 
625-5889  eves. _ (14) 

LF  38,  F  34.  working  class  bkgrds.  left- 
ish  politics,  seek  wide-awake  F  30+  to 
share  bright,  cozy  Inman  Sq  apt  Live 
with  trendsetters:  one  smokes,  one 
eats  tv  dinners.  No  food  onobs  or 
dieters  need  apply.  Avail  Nov  1. 
$135  +  .  776-2793.  Sorry,  not  pets.  (c) 

2  LFs  seek  1  LF-25+  friendly 

responsible-for  semi-coop  house,  great 
location  reasonable  rent.  No  smoke  or 
pets  but  tolerance  of  both  imp.  Call 
eves  (617)354-7817. _ (14) 

APARTMENTS _ 

W.  SOMERVILLE 

2  rm  3rd  floor  apt  unfurnished  near  new 
Red  Line  Ext.  $300  + util.  Lease  & 
security  dep  required  623-2123  —  keep 
trying. _ (15) 

Dorchester:  5  rm  apt  on  2  nd  tl  in  owner 
occ  home.  Mature,  prof  pers  pref. 
$400/mo  +  util  —  near  JFK  “T"  +  Xway 
—  call  825-4493 _ (14) 

CONDO  RENTAL  BOSTON 
Large  1  bdrm  renovated,  Fenway  area 
new  appl  incl  dsh  wshr  wood  floors 
heat  +  hot  water  couple  preferred 
$575/mo  Call  Steve  or  Ed  267-4871.  (15) 
Dorchester  Mtg  Hse  Hill  Water  view  5 
rm/2  bd  2nd  fl  owner  occ  hse  5  mins 
from  T  $475  + util  avail  11/1  Jim 
436-5134. _ (16) 

FOR  RENT  NEPONSET  DORCHESTER 
CHOICE  AREA  AVAIL  NOV  1 
6  bedrooms  (one  w/outdoor  patio)  din¬ 
ing  rm  w  outdoor  deck  eat-in  kitchen  dw 
gd  2  dr  frig  Ig.  living  rm  3  working 
fireplaces  3  bathrooms  2  tubs  w  jacuz- 
zis  carpetted  throughout  washer/dryer 
burglar  alarm  fire  and  smoke  alarms 
central  AM/FM  stereo  thoughout  5  car 
parking  no  permits  required  Ig  land¬ 
scaped  fenced  garden  walking 
distance  to  T.  $1400  month  incl  heat. 
Call  for  appt  anytime.  Brockton  area 
1-583-9245,  Boston  268-6300. _ (14) 

Dorchester:  newly  renovated  6rm/2bdm 
2nd  fir  safe  clean  owner  occ  home  New 
bath  kitch  firs  etc  400/mo  no  ut 
282-1196  wkends  only  keep  trying.  (14) 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
2  fir  4BR.  kit.  large  Ivg  rm.  den.  bath, 
porch,  w  +  d.  garage;  avail.  11/1  or 
sooner;  Medfrd,  2  blks  from  Tufts,  on 
Hvrd  bus  line;  quiet  ngbrhd  w /  lots  of 
parks;  $900  inc.  ht.  +  electricity;  call  & 
Iv  message  391-2083. _ (16) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). _ 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

GOVERNMENT  JOBS.  $16,559 
$50, 553/year.  Now  Hiring.  Your  Area. 
Call  (805)687-6000  Ext.  R-4468.  (16) 

GLAD  DAY  POSITION 

Full-time  staff  opening  at  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  for  person  with  book  ex¬ 
perience.  5  days,  incls  weekends.  Job 
incls  ordering,  stocking  &  sales.  Call 
John  at  542-0144  days. _ (14) 

HOUSING  REHABILITATION  SPECIALIST 

The  Town  of  Provincetown,  MA  is  seek¬ 
ing  applicants  for  the  position  of  Hous¬ 
ing  Rehabilitation  Specialist.  Position 
requires  previous  building  construc¬ 
tion/contracting  or  related  experience 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  national, 
state,  and  local  building  codes  and 
standards.  The  ideal  candidate  will 
have  extensive  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  building  trades  (par¬ 
ticularly  of  existing  residential  struc¬ 
tures),  familiarity  with  HUD  housing 
standards,  health  and  safety  codes, 
and  the  ability  to  prepare  detailed  and 
accurate  specifications  and  cost 
estimates.  Experience  in  historic 
preservation  and  restoration  is  prefer¬ 
red.  The  position  is  funded  through  a 
1984  MSCP  grant,  continuation  beyond 
grant  period  (approximately  12  months) 
is  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  ad- 
ditonal  funds.  Maturity  and  ability  to 
perform  to  well-defined  goals  is  essen¬ 
tial.  Salary  range:  18-22K.  Minorities 
and  lower  income  Provincetown 
residents  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Resumes  will  be  accepted  until  Oc¬ 
tober  18,  1984,  at: 

Provincetown  Small  Cities  Program 

c/o  Town  Manager's  Office 

Town  Hall 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Provincetown  is  An  Affirmative  Ac- 
tion/Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  (14) 
FULL  CHARGE  BOOKKEEPER 
for  battered  women's  shelter.  2  yrs.  ex¬ 
perience;  interest  in  working  in  a 
women's  collective;  varied  respon¬ 
sibilities.  32  hrs/wk  $12,500-16,300. 
Resume  by  Oct.  25:  Transition  House 
P.O-  Box  530,  Cambridge  02238.  (14) 

JOB  WANTED _ 

Journalist  with  excellent  research, 
editing  and  writing  skills,  familiarity 
with  progressive  politics,  seeks 
freelance,  part-time  or  full-time  work. 
Reply  to  GCA/  Box  69. _ (16) 

PUBLICATIONS 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men’s  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 


PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN 
33  W  17th  St„  NY  NY  10011. _ (e^ 

FOR  SALE 

ANTIQUE  DRESSER 

Refinished,  bowed  drawers,  carved 
posts  with  oval  mirror.  A  steal  $175. 
Call  Hershey  at  426-4469  days  or 
661-6771  eves.  (c) 

RESORTS _ 

PROVINCETOWN  HOUSE  PARTY! 

Bed'nB  Fast  off  season  spacial:  take 
over  house  exclusively  for  minimum  2 
nights-3  to  10  people.  Brochure  or  call 
(617)487-9555  Bed'n  B'fast  44 
Commercial-Provincetown,  MA  02657. 

_ (14) 


PROVINCETOWN  LUXURY  APT. 

2  brm  sleeps  6  Bay  view  at  beach  off¬ 
season  daily/wk  per  pers  rates  control 
own  heat  fully  equipt  dishwa’r.  Big 
ideal  for  holid's  (516)694-2962. 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
M A  02657.  Reservations:  (61 7)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ 


PROVINCETOWN  WATERFRONT 
Furn.  apts.  in  quiet  West  End.  Cozy, 
sleep  4-5  pers.,  ideal  4  lovers.  Off¬ 
season  discount.  Heated.  Call 
(617)487-2771  or  262-7396. _ (14) 

CHECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P'town,  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)849-7645.  (13) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

All-woman  space  in  the  mt's.  S'h  hrs. 
from  Boston.  Beautiful  Farmhouse  Inn 
in  a  golden  Maple  forest.  Horses,  fields, 
views.  Fabulous  home  cooking,  warmth 
&  hospitality.  Fireplace,  lots  of  charm. 
A  unique  experience.  (802)533-7772. 


COUNTRY  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

Come  relax  in  Vermont  farmhouse  near 
Dartmouth  Enjoy  fall  foliage  canoeing 
hiking.  Laurie  (802)866-3330. _ (15) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840, _ 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CLERGY  GROUP  FORMING 

Gay  and  Bisexual  Male  Clergy  Group 
forming  for  mutual  support  and  help. 
Call  Rev.  Orth  at  729-5268  or  write  103 
Franklin  St.  Arlington,  MA  02174.  (14) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFTS  MARKET 
Open  meeting,  new  members  welcome. 
Oct  16,  7  pm,  186  Hampshire  St.  Camb. 
(New  Words  Bookstore).  Sell  weekends 
Nov  &  Dec  924-6810  info. _ (14) 

SERVICES _ 

A  POWERFUL  NEW  DRUG  FREE 
THERAPY  THAT  WORKS! 

Social  Therapy  is  non-racist,  non¬ 
sexist.  non-authoritarian.  We  offer 
group,  ind,  couples  &  family  at  sliding 
scale  fees.  Call  The  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  &  Research  at  524-7710 
for  initial  appt. _ (15) 


EASY  DOES  IT 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSECLEANING. 
Experienced,  thorough,  reliable.  Ex¬ 
cellent  references.  Call  Sherrard  for 
estimate.  965-0648. _ (c) 

ORIENTAL  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

Correcting  posture,  preventing  injuries, 
increasing  energy,  general  health 
revitalization  and  relaxation. 
(617)923-9019. _ (21) 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (19) 

GAY  MEN  WEEKEND  WORKSHOP 

Residential  workshop  Oct.  26,  27,  28. 
Fo.'-us  on  gay  identity,  intimacy,  rela¬ 
tionships.  Call  Francis  628-6988.  (15) 

Holistic  counselling  and  massage,  for 
self  improvement  and  relaxation.  Jim 
O'Brien.  576-2114. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0226  for  appt. 


□ 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114’ 

(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 


SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN'S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq, 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEmCAL/COUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 
CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 
LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 
PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 


T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 
WOMEN’S  BARS 


SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

“BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

t-shirt  printing 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


CdKNDMi 


October  13 
to 

October  21 

13  Saturday 

Boston  —  Sukkat  Shalom  Project,  a 

celebration  of  disarmament  being  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  Jewish  holiday  of  Sukkat.  On  the 
Common  below  the  State  House.  Everyone 
welcome.  7:30PM  Service,  8PM  multi¬ 
cultural  festival.  Info:  Maida,  723-7473. 

Cambridge  —  Alternative  to  the  bars:  Single 
Women’s  Rap.  8PM,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1  donation  re¬ 
quested.  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  Black  and  White  Ball  at  the 

Cyclorama,  539  Tremont  St.  Donation:  $10 
to  benefit  the  Bromfield  Gallery:  262-7782. 

14  Sunday 

Milford  -  Discussion  on  addictions  in  the 

gay  community.  Sponsored  by  the  Tri- 
County  Association.  Info:  376-4323. 

Boston  —  Celebrity  Roast  of  Dr.  Steven 
Tierney,  co-chair  of  the  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus.  To  benefit  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service  and  the  Victory  '85 
Trust  lobbying  fund.  At  Greystone’s,  8 
Kingston  St.  4-7PM.  Tickets:  $10.  Info: 
338-2277. 

Boston  —  The  Merchant  of  Venice  at  the 

Boston  Conservatory.  2PM.  Panel  Discus¬ 
sion  to  follow:  “Shylock  and  the  History  of 
Anti-Semitism.”  $5, 13  students  and  senior 
citizens.  Info:  536-6340. 

Boston  —  Sukkat  Shalom  Project:  10:30AM 
Services  and  potluck  lunch.  6PM  Jewish 
and  Arab  speakers.  See  13  Saturday  listing 
for  more  details. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Meeting  of  Jamaica  Plain 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Constituency  of  the  Rainbow 
Coalition.  For  location  and  information: 
364-5938. 

Boston  —  ‘‘The  People  vs.  Dan  White”  will 
be  aired  on  Channel  2,  WGBH-TV,  at  9PM. 

Boston  —  ‘‘Economic  Justice  for  Women: 
Overcoming  Sexism  and  Racism,”  a  lecture 
by  Dr.  Teresa  Amott  at  The  Community 
Church,  565  Boylston,  11AM.  Info: 
266-6710. 

Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  open¬ 
ing  season  reception,  4:30-7:30PM  at  Club 
Cafe,  Berkeley  St.  and  Columbus  Ave.  $10 
donation  requested. 

Wilton,  N.H.  —  Beginner’s  hike  for  women. 

Bring  lunch,  water  and  good  walking  shoes. 
Meet  9AM  outside  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave,  Cambridge.  Info: 
WildWomen  of  D.O.B.,  Mimi:  492-0504. 

Beacon  Hill  —  Robert  K.  Armstrong,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Integrity/International  (the  gay  Epis¬ 
copal  organization)  will  preach  at  the 
10:30AM  Solemn  Eucharist  at  the  Church  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin  St.  Cof¬ 
fee  hour  follows. 

Brighton  —  The  Brighton/Brookline  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Group  potluck  meeting  at  noon. 
Meet  your  neighbors.  Info,  Bruce: 
731-8341. 

Boston  —  Holly  Near  and  Ronnie  Gilbert  with 
Susan  Freundlich,  sign  language  artist  and 
John  Bucchino,  pianist.  4PM  and  8PM, 
Berklee  Performance  Center.  Tickets:  $11 
reserved  seating.  Childcare  reservations  by 
October  10.  TTY  reservations,  354-8807 
Info:  Mobilization  for  Survival,  354-0008. 

Cambridge  -  Black  and  White  Men 
Together:  John  Kyper  will  show  slides  of 
Nicaragua.  1PM  at  Phillips  Brook  House, 
Harvard  Yard.  Info:  Tom,  536-3392. 


Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  presents  two  films:  ‘‘The  Gender 
Gap”  and  ‘‘The  Willmar  8.”  Moier  Hall 
Screening  Room.  Salem  State  College, 
7:30PM.  Free. 
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Nicole  Hollander 


17  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Baby-Boom  generation  rap 

for  women.  8PM,  $1  donation  requested, 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  Daughters  of  Bilitis:  661-3633. 

Worcester  —  Clark  University  Gay/Straight 
Alliance  Open  House.  Dana  Commons.  8PM. 
All  are  welcome.  Info:  791-1326. 

Cambridge  —  Betsy  Rose  at  Passim  Coffee 
House,  47  Palmer  St.  8:30PM,  $5  admis¬ 
sion.  Intepreted  for  the  hearing  impaired. 


Betsy  Rose 


18  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Fiction  &  Poetry  reading  by 

Jane  Cogan  &  Marjorie  Agosin  at  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  Street,  Inman 
Square.  7:30PM.  $2  donation.  Info: 
876-5310. 

Salem  —  Charley’s  Aunt.  Mainstage 
Auditorium  at  Salem  State  College.  8PM.  $5, 
$3  students  and  senior  citizens.  Reserva¬ 
tions:  744-9646. 

Boston  —  Author  James  Baldwin  on  the  role 
of  black  writers  in  America.  WGBH  radio, 
89.7  FM.  11PM.  Info:  492-2777. 

Cambridge  —  Betsy  Rose  at  Passim  Coffee 
House,  47  Palmer  St.  8:30PM,  $5  admis¬ 
sion.  Not  sign  interpreted. 

Boston  —  Bi-sexual  Men’s  Network  discus¬ 
sion  of  topics  related  to  identity,  lifestyle  and 
pressures  of  life  in  the  middle.  Arlington  St. 
Church,  8PM. 

Roxbury  —  New  El  Salvador  Today  (NEST). 
Speakers:  Tracy  Schear,  NEST  national  co¬ 
ordinator  and  Jim  Harney,  just  returned 
from  El  Salvador.  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege,  Kennedy  Bldg.,  room  307,  7PM.  Info: 
666-2540. 


Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


19  friday 

Marshfield  —  Am  Tikva  Fall  Retreat  beginn¬ 
ing  with  Shabbat  dinner  at  7:30PM  Friday, 
through  Sunday.  Reservations:  Howard, 
232-3084. 

Cambridge  —  Symposium:  The  Left  and  the 
Elections  to  benefit  Socialist  Review.  At 
Gutman  Library,  corner  of  Appian  Way  and 
Brattle  St.  Tickets:  $5  in  advance,  $6  at  the 
door,  $3  students.  Info:  Center  for  Social 
Research  and  Education,  18  Kenilworth 
Rd.\  Arlington  02174. 

Cambridge  —  Time  of  Daring  presented  by 
Angry  Arts  Films  at  the  Cambridge  YWCA. 
Also  showing  on  Saturday  &  Sunday. 
7:30PM.  $2.75  donation  requested.  Info: 
524-2915. 

Cambridge  —  Tita  Wernimont  performance, 
8PM  at  Rising  Phoenix,  244  Columbia  St. 
Reservations:  534-6592. 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  ”T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 


20  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Collages:  Women  from  Object 
to  Heroine  and  Crusader,  by  Christina  Biaggi. 
Reception  2-4PM  at  Rising  Phoenix,  244  Col¬ 
umbia  St.  Info:  492-7522. 

Boston  —  Psychology  and  the  Incest  Sur¬ 
vivor:  a  workshop  with  Eileen  Grosso,  for 
survivors,  therapists  and  interested  allies. 
12:30-4:30PM,  600  Washington  St.,  suite 
219,  followed  by  reception  at  Greystone’s. 
$10  admission.  Registration:  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counseling  Services,  542-5188. 

Beacon  Hill  —  Dr.  Marshall  Forstein  on  Gay 
Male  Sexual  Dysfunction.  Sponsored  by  the 
Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Association. 
8PM  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin 
St.  Bring  food  or  drink.  All  welcome.  Dona¬ 
tion  requested. 

Boston  —  Deadline  for  ticket  orders  for 
AIDS  Action  Committee  benefit  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Torch  Song  Trilogy ,  Nov.  15. 
Tickets:  $35  from  AAC/FCHC,  16  Haviland 
St.  Boston  02115.  Info:  536-7733. 


21  Sunday 

Boston  —  John  Bollinger  in  a  concert 
presented  by  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus. 
8PM,  1st  and  2nd  Church,  66  Marlborough 
St.  Tickets:  $7,  $4  students  and  elders. 

Cambridge  —  Kate  Rushin,  Jane  Barnes  and 
Melissa  Stoudt:  poetry  and  jazz  at  Rising 
Phoenix,  244  Columbia  St.  New  time:  5PM. 
Info:  492-7522. 

Milford  —  Gay/Lesbian  Tri-County  Associa¬ 
tion  steering  committee  meets  at  Cliff  & 
Dave’s.  7PM.  Info:  429-6593. 

Cambridge  —  Andrea  Loewenstein  will  read 
from  her  new  novel  This  Place.  2PM  New 
Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire.  Info- 
876-5310. 

Lewiston,  Maine  —  ‘‘Un  Spectat  Variete:” 

variety  show  featuring  Tom  Wilson 
Weinberg  to  benefit  the  Central  Maine 
Gay/Lesbian  Awareness  Coalition.  Info: 
(207)  784-8270. 


Notes 

Swann  in  Love.  Directed  by  Volker 
Schlondorff.  With  Jeremy  Irons,  Ornella 
Muti,  Alain  Delon,  Fanny  Ardant,  Marie- 
Christine  Barault.  Based  on  Un  Amour 
de  Swann  by  Marcel  Proust. 

Perhaps  more  than  any  other  twen¬ 
tieth  century  novelist,  Proust  used,  and 
defined,  a  homosexual  sensibility  in  his 
writing:  the  intimate,  gossipy,  and 
elusive  style  became  the  content. 
While  Volker  Schlondorff,  director  of 
the  movie  Swann  in  Love  —  based  upon 
a  small  section  of  Swann’s  Way,  the 
first  novel  in  Proust's  seven-volume 
Remembrance  of  Things  Past  —  does 
keep  the  Baron  de  Charlus  and  his  dis¬ 
crete  affairs,  as  well  as  Odette  de 
Crecy’s  lesbian  attractions,  he  totally 
misses  the  flavor  and  the  innuendo  of 
the  original. 

Swann  in  Love  is  being  marketed  as  a 
classy  “art  film”  with  popular  appeal.  It 
promises  accessibility  to  what  is 
generally  thought  of  as  a  difficult 
classic,  as  well  as  smooth,  high-tone 
entertainment  with  such  names  as 
Jeremy  Irons,  Alain  Delon  and  Ornella 
Muti.  The  casting  itself  is  indicative  of 
what  the  producers  had  in  mind.  Irons, 
as  Swann,  with  his  Brideshead  Re¬ 
visited  reputation,  is  the  perfect 
popular  leading  man  with  artistic 
credentials.  He  is  known  to  mass  au¬ 
diences  as  a  recognizable  face  —  more 
world-weary  here  than  ever  —  and  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  personality.  Alain  Delon,  as  the 
effette  Baron  de  Charlus,  hooks  into  a 
certain  European/art  film  market  and 
gives  the  project  some  historical 
prestige.  And  finally  Ornella  Muti,  as 
Odette,  does  another  turn  as  a  soft- 
focused,  eroticized,  semi-porn  star. 

There  is,  of  course,  nothing  wrong 
with  turning  to  literary  classics  for 
material,  but  with  Swann  in  Love  (and 
other  films  like  The  Bostonians)  the 
filmmakers  trade  on  the  novel’s  reputa¬ 
tion  and  status,  in  an  effort  to  enhance 
their  movie.  The  film  has  a  lush,  lovely 
look,  but  like  the  late  Visconte  films  — 
especially  Death  in  Venice  —  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  replace  emotional  content 
with  elaborate  sets  and  evocative 
photography  leaves  an  empty,  dull 
center  to  the  project.  Schlondorff  has 
managed  to  caputre  the  languish  of 
Proust  without  any  of  the  nuance;  it  is  a 
mass  of  detail  that  adds  up  to  one  big 
yawn. 

When  we  read  Proust  we  are  drawn 
into  his  world  by  the  tone,  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  minutia,  the  ease  of  entry  into 
the  mind  of  the  narrator.  Schlondorff  is 
so  intent  on  making  the  material  acces¬ 
sible  he  destroys  the  very  ambiance 
which  makes  it  vital.  He  clearly  loves 
Proust,  but  his  attitude  towards 
presenting  the  material  to  a  popular  au¬ 
dience  has  caused  him  to  undercut  his 
own  attraction  and  sensibility  to  and 
about  the  written  words.  Intent  on 
bringing  ‘‘high  culture”  to  the 
“masses,”  he  condescends  to  the  au¬ 
dience.  The  whole  film  feels  like  high 
tone,  if  well  intentioned,  diddling. 

Swann  in  Love  has  a  lot  of  fake  style 
and  some  sentiment;  it  totally  lacks 
sense  and  is  devoid  of  any  sensibility. 
Like  the  old  MGM  classics  Pride  and 
Prejudice  or  Wuthering  Heights,  Swann 
in  Love  is  intent  on  bringing  great 
works  of  literature  to  life  for  us.  While 
all  are  totally  off-kilter  from  the 
originals,  at  least  the  MGM  films  had  a 
life  and  a  style  of  their  own.  They 
pretended  to  be  reverential  to  the  word, 
but  were  more  interested  in  their  own 
spirit.  Swann  in  Love  is  lifeless  both  in 
word  and  spirit.  Its  fawning  attitude  to 
the  original  text  has  undercut  any 
chance  the  film  ever  had  of  taking  on  a 
life  of  its  own.  Schlondorff  shouldn’t  be 
accused  of  embalming  Proust.  It’s 
more  a  case  of  necrophilia. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 


scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ _  Address _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $17.50  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


